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7 TR TT. 
COMMON VVEALTH 
" 
England , Scotland, and Ireland 


And the Dominions thereto belonging, 


Tn reference to the late eſtabliſhed Government 
BY A 


Lord Protector, 
PUYRLAMENT. 


Manifeſting therein , net only a Confiſtencic with, and 
neceſſary Conſequence upon the foregoing Alterations; 


bur alſo a full Conformity to the declared Principles 
and Engagements of the Parlament and Army. 


It being the Judgment ef divers Perſons, who, throughout theſe 
late Troubles, have approved themſelves faithfull to the Cauſe 
and Intereſt of GOD and their Country. ; 


Preſented to the Publick, for the ſatif- 
_ fatGtion of others. 


 I————— 
a —_—_—__ 


—_——— 


London, Printed by Tho. Newcomb, over apainſt 
_ Baynards-Caftle in Thames-ftreet, 1654. 
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7, Being it. hath leaſed GOP, after many 
4Z - various: and wonderfull” Turns of Afairs, 
C occaſioned through 'the continual oppo- 
Wc D firions of his, *and his Peoples enemies - on 
| - the one fide, banding themſelves againſt 

EZ EET the Rights and Liberties of this Nation ; 
= on he other ſide,through the Corruption and Apottaſic ie 
of particular Perſons, who have from time to time been-in. 
truſted in the Supreme Authority) atlength to fix the Go- 
vernment of theſe Dominions in the preſent Form of Efta- 
t::Asit is a matter much beyond the expectation of 


thoſe whom He hath uſed ord in the whole courle - ; 
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ſelves, nor expoſed us.for a prey and ſpoil to the Common 


Enemy , who watcheth all advantages and opportunities to 


aromote the ruine of that Intereſt, which che Lord himſelf 
owned by many glorious Deliverances in the behalf of 


-eur Nation : for no-other Reaſon.can be imagined of the 


happy peace and tranquillity which-we now enjoy, but that 
He who:ſtretched on pg and _ the foundations 
of the Earth, and formerh the, ſpifir of Man within him, 
hath brought Wn theſe things; he och nol of 
his own good” will and purpoſe toward his People; who 
have been carried on' by a Divine hand, throughrmany ad- 
mirable-difficulties and ſucceſſes,in all the conteſts they have 


had with the Enemies of their Peace and Liberty. - 

And as fach Diſpenſations as theſe cannot be lookt upon, 
by the moſt envious eye or profane heart, as the hyrth and 
produQ of any fore-laid Contrivements of men, biaſed with 
corrupt and carnal intereſt ; So we haye a great ground of 
hope and confidence, that the Lord, inrwhoſe hands is our 
breath and life, and all our wayes, hath been ſhaking and 
movins foundations in theſe Lands, not to overturn, -but to 
eſtabliſh this Commonwealth upon a better and more ſure 


- Baſis of Government, than harh been enjoyed by our An- 


celtors for many Generations. And truly, we. cannotbne 


profeſs our ſelves very much raiſed with hopes and appre- 
 henſions of this nature, as often as we refle& upon.the Re- 
ſolutions lately taken for the ſettlement of theſe Nations, 


and expoſed in Print to the view. of the World**which 
doubtleſs being conſidered in themſelves, and compared 


. with the beſt of former Governments, do not only exceed 


the-wiſhes and expectations of thoſe men, who caſt an eye 
of prejudice upon all che Actions and Proceedings” of the 
preſent Governours ,. and are ſory to ſee perſons 'whom 
they hate and maligne, become Inſtraments of any good ; 
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preſent Governourts , and are ſory ro ſee perſons whom 


they hate and maligne, become Inſtraments of any 500d ; 
8 | but 
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"that ftch Wanuuun acumen. 
make due and full proviſion for the Peoples Tiberties;-anu. 


thoſe juſt Rights, the maintenance whereof hath _ 
Eur 


rovidenee, andof admiration tothe World;.fo it af- 
vie. SERA LGNOSAMIMLESOAINGNS, Wc as "6 
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ſelves, nor expoſed us.for a prey and ſpoil to the Common 
Enemy , who watcheth all advantages and opportunities to 
zromote the ruine of that Intereſt, which che Lord himſelf 
bath owned by many glorious Deliverances in the behalf of 
eur Nation : for no-other Reaſon.can be imagined of the 
happy peace and tranquillity which-we now enjoy, but that 
He who:ſtretched out the Heavens, and laid the foundations 
of the Earth, and' formerh the, ſpirit 6f Man within him, 
hath brought forth theſe things; asthe"accompliſhment of 
his own good” will and purpoſe toward his People ; who 
have been carried on by a Divine hand, through-rmany ad- 
mirable-difficulties and fucceſles,in all the conteſts they have 
had with the Enemies of their Peace and Liberty. - 

And as fach Diſpenſations as theſe cannot be lookt upon, 
by the moſt envious eye or profane heart, as the hyrth and 
produ@ of any fore-laid Contrivements of men; biaſſedwith 
corrupt and carnal intereſt ; So we have a great ground of 
hope and confidence, that the Lord, irwhoſe hands is our 
breath and life, and all our wayes, hath been ſhaking and 
movins foundations in theſe Lands, not to overturn, -but to 
eſtabliſh this Commonwealth upon a better and more ſure 

- Baſis of Government, than harh been enjoyed by our An- 
celtors for many Generations. And truly, we-cannotbnt 
profeſs our ſelves very much raiſed with hopes and appre- 
henfions of this nature, as often as we refle& upon.the Re- 
ſolutions lately taken for the ſettlement of theſe Nations, 
and expoſed in Print to the view. of the World® which 
doubtleſs being conſidered in themſelves, and compared 

. with the beſt of former Governments , do not only exceed 
the-wiſhes and expeCtations of thoſe men, who caſt an eye 
of prejudice upon all the Actions and, Proceedings” of the 
preſent Governors ,. and are ſory to ſee perſons whom 
they hate and maligne, become Inſtraments of any good ; 
but 


bat we conceive alſo, that beirig) weighed tan equal ballance' 
rhey doin ſubſtarice, aid up6na'true account, fully eotre-' 
nd wich" che pritnary'E andIntefitions of ſuch as en- 
gedifithe late Controverfie with theKitg ;*upon prinet- 


? 


les of common Freedom,” and have'not fince been'Urawn: 
afidethrough'the ſubcilties of Satan' ( leading them captive 
by:a deluded: phanſie) to promote the'things they have nor: 
ſeen; or not deſigned-peculiar' advantages of their own- 
"<=M: as, necalcubaced their particular Thtereſts for 
inotheoKind2of Governmerit: From neither of whickiany 
Sreat.compliance with the'preſent! ean be expeRed; rintill 
the one-Partyiawake our- of-their dreams of an imaginary 
Paradiſe3-and the' other finda door open'd again to their 
privateInereftardiadvantage.” And therefore, though we 
apprehendi3 woutd be time ill ſpenc;';to erideavour the re-! 
ducing! of Joch \mew' by dine: of 'Reaſan'and Argument; 
yet in regard divers' Doubts may ſeem to ariſe in the minds 
of ſome ſober mer concetning the preſent Change, (eſpeci- 
ally:fow. when':the Age abounds with'caltuniny ; and our 
Enemies: makeiv their! bufineſs! by icaingitaſinuations to 
draw: awiy;the beats of: the'Well-affeted from'their beft 
Friends ;'): as'if we had turfied 'our' backs upon! our former ' 
Principles; and introduced again that' very Thing, which was 
the dreat Bone ob contention, (the removal whereof ſeemed- 
to anclddechevery ſtare of the 'Quarrel: between the-late 
King andahes Parliament )'and $6: fonghr ourſelves round. 
rill we'reftupon tlisold-bottom, / and m- concluſion - given + 
judgment2againit our ſelves-in/allthe things contended for 
apainft rl King z hereupon we- have thought meer, in'all 
meekneſsand rioderation; x6 preſetit our/ Judgment to-the- 
publikeview;!: andÞlter ſueh-Partieulars to otfiers , as triay: 
(.through'the þtelling: of God)! bea grobid of fatisfaivn 
to them, as well as to -our'ſelves ; berg fully perfivadet in 
our own-.breaſts, asto.the preſent Form of /Government, 
that ſuch Cantions and Limitations are therein deſcribed, 'as-- 
make due and full proviſion for the Peoples Liberties, and: 
tho juſt Rights, the maintenance whereof hath been ſo- 
rele 


heoriginal: Ground 
of our taking. Arms , and upon what: Foot that Quarrel 
ſtood : And then in the ſec place, How it came to paſs 


ſecuring our firſt principles, thtough:the | many great txv 


our ſelves only with a ſummary repetition of the main Par- 
ticulars,, fo far as is neceflary to evince the equity of, their 
then-Proceeding;, - and give light to clear cheway of our 
following Diſcourſe; inall which we doubt not but it will 
manifeſtly appear , that they were concerned out of conſci- 
ence and duty, 5 themſelves as they did; unleſs they 
would have fiogd ſtill, -as idle ſpeRators-or Parties: nncon- 
cerned, while-men of -looſe or dehguched-ptinciplesand cor- 
rupt minds, | wete- perfidioufly comriving the publick ruine, 
contracting new Intereſts and, Parties:contrary to the old, 
0g abſolutely veſtruftive to all-the primitive points inſiſt 
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FF: onie Veyre ag ſhall leave'tq premiſe 
EIN kionable Track; 
fought,nor was1t ever nt by the Parliament or Army, 
= we took-up Arms for; /or againſt any particular Form 
of Government whatſoever.Look over all c e Declarattons, 
Remonſtrances,and Proteftations made by either, and ir will 
appear that we never fought againftthe King, as King; nor 
for:che Parliament or Repreſentative confider'd purely as 
fuchs But'we took up Arms againſt the. King becauſe he 
demeaned himſelf as a iT yeand, and had proj a wicked 
deſigne of introducing his own Will and Power above Law; 
and forthe Parliament-or Repreſeneative, becauſe it ſeemed 
to be the likelieft-and beſt means {as Aﬀeairs chen: tool) to 
ic thoſe manifold [evils which threarned the Kingdom, 
and to preſerve the Liberties of the People. And. there- 
fore (we ſay) Government under this or that Form , was 
not the moving Cauſe of this preat Controverſie, but thoſe 
common ends of ſafety and Freedom, far which all ſorts of 
Governments were inftituted and appointed. Yea, andit 
muſt here:-be remember'd, that even at thar time, when the 
' Army pur forth chat Remonſtrance from St. Albans, which 
uther'd in the King to the Bar of Juſtice, they had not then 
_— any - thoughts -of excluding Government by 
s; provided they were Eletive. | And as for the wy 
fo thete appeared not the leaſt .intentions to 
him off , till he had uite caſt off the People, and would ad- 
aic-nd-reconciliation upon his own Terms, fuch as muſt 
neceffarily have fruſtrated thoſe righteous 'ends of our 
fivik Engaging. - Moreover, whoſoever ſhall take a ſerious 


view. of all the Papers that have been made publick , to ſer 
forth the Grounds of the War, ſhall ever find, that the main 
Point inſiſted on by the Parliament and Army in their many 
Declarations, was, The bringing Delinquents to condign pu- 
niſtment ," the maintenance of - the Laws and Liberties of rhe 


Land, and of @ due [ uccefſion t of Parliaments. This was wr 
| SOU 


hegrigetl ground of war 


[Thar we never 


=o at anmmated theit whole Undertaking; which was not 

| by ther intended to-quarreFartthe:Kingly Form then . eſta.. 

= | ; -butto regulate [the diſorders. and exceſſes of the 
-Kivg and his Gpverninent';:antreduce /him within. the due 
bounds:of Authboity;;] thart/he nughe nor :accompliſh': thar 
deſigne which had been the-buſineſs of hiswhole Reign, v:4. 
 theadvancement of his. own. and his Poſterities Will: and 
Power, againſt the publick Intereſt of the Nation. Hence 
itawas, that his legal Intereſt ala! pine all Decla- 
rations, :; and. his-quſt, Power and greatneſs provided for in 
them;andin the'Covexanr; but with this remarkable. reſtri- 
Rion or ſpecial Limitation, |_ 7» the preſervation of the true 
Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms; ] and the ſaid Decla- 
rations ſtill, dire&ed: us: tothe equitable ſenſe of all Laws 
and Conſtitutions, . as diſpenſing with the veryLetter of the 
ſame, and being ſupreme to it; when the ſafery ofall is con- 


cerned. 


11. And thereforeiin the ſecond place, that it may.plain- 
ly appear, what :jult cauſe bath the Parliament and; Army 
had to. recede from the Letter of their former Profeſliogs 
roward the Kings:Perſon and Family ,, and how-'they were 
(through his default) neceſlicated to give way to the ſubſe- 
quent Alterations:,, we ſhall only in/general terms ſet down 
a brief Account of Things in reference to that great buſines, 
andto the ſever al- changes .thar have followed fince; out of 
which the neceſſity and:Juſtneſs of the preſent Change wil in 
ſome meaſure appear. : |; : ol 3. 

When after the expence of much precious bloud, and 
many. Treaties ,to no. purpoſe.,. .it was clearly found by 
experience, that the King, was obſtindtely and- irrecove- 
rably engaged in the proſecution: of. ſuch: Courſes as. por. 
exended nothing but ſpeedy 'ruine to-the Kingdome, and 
rendred him utterly irreconcileable to the Parliament in 
their juſt Addreſſes and demands; ſo that there was-no poſ- 
fibility of a ſertlement by him , in any way: that might an- 
twer the Truft repoſed in them by their Country.” .And.in 
Tere regard 


by 
h 
þ 


regard-chere was a Corrupt: Party pr 


et E bo ” ” Fu 


arliament,' who had declined the true. 


declared Intereſt, aud 
deſigned to re-inveſt him with the exerciſe of Kingly 
Power ,- without any competent. Security, or reaſonable 
Proviſion for the declared Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, or for thoſe that had faithfully engaged in the main- 
renance of them : Theſe things being conſtdered, with the 


calamities and deſolations inevitably drawing on , unleſs 


ſome. immediate and extraordivary remedy were found to 
obviate the deſign;it pleaſed God at length to-excite ſuch as 
remained Githfd both. in Parliament and Army, by a ſeaſo- 
nable Interpoſition to give a ſtop to theſe mens Intentions; 
And feeing it was impollible to ſecure the Intereſt of Rel- 
Sion and Liberty, with reſpect had any longer to the King 
himſelf., he was utterly laid aſide; the Conſideration of 
thoſe great Ends being ſuperior to the dignity of his 
Perſon. 


Now, as this firſt moſt remarkable Alteration in the Par- | 


liamentary Aﬀeairs, was not only juſt and honourable in it 
ſelf, but eſteemed ſo, and therefore avowed by the honeſt 
and well-affefted of the Nation, and neceflicated by the 
inconſtancie of that Party of men in Parliament , who 
( contrary to their truſt ) would have yielded up the pre- 
cious Concernments of the People as to Religion and Li- 
berty, rogether with the Parliament it ſelf, unto the meer 
will and power of the King ; (yea, and this when he had. 
ſtood it out to the laſt, and was within the [power of the 
Army:) So alſo, when. after his neceſſary Imprifonment, 
n order to the ſecurity and peace of the Nation, it was op- 
ſerved, that though he had alter'd his condition, he retained - 
his old obftinate mind. and reſolution; and it appeared 
moreover by expertence,what an Influence he ftil held upon 
the Parliament as then conſtituted ; inſomuch that being 
encouraged- by Ifnfurre&tions and Commotions in all Parts 
of the Kingdom, they deſigned to bring him in upon a 
Treaty : . And though. in. the Terms of A Treaty very 
little reſpe& was had to the juſt ends of the Quarrel, 


B and 


a; 
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and the Prince, his Son, then in the revolted Ships at Sea, 
difavowed all that ſhould be done, and declared his Father 
as a Priſoner in-no condition to Treat ; - yet fo loſt and looſe 
were that Party of men to all formet Principles, that his re- 
ftauration was in a manner concluded , and oportunity e- 
nough intended him to break all Bonds of Agreement, and 
re-tettle himſelf in an abſolute arbitrary power , over the 
Conſciences and Liberties of the People. | All which be- 
ing laid together, as alſo, that the bloudy imbroilments in 
the year 1648. and the Invaſion of Hawiltoz , were to be 
put upon his Account ; that by this means he had involved 
himſelf and Family afreſh in the guilt of Bloud ; and har 
both He,and his Wife and Children , had for ever eſpouſed 
an Intereſt of their own , deſtrutive-to the Rights of the 
Kingdom; then the Aﬀairs of the Nation being driven to 
the utmoſt Point of neceflity, the Parliament were (in pru- 
dence) to look no farther for ſatisfaQtion , as formerly, in 
the way of demanding our Rights ; but concerned {in con- 
ſcience ) to think of fatisfying Divine Juſtice , by offering 
him up a Sacrifice for the crie of innocent blond, and after- 
wards to take care for an eſtabliſhment ſom other way, fo 
the ſafety and Freedom of our Nation : And therefore in 
choſeafter-aRings toward the next great Alteration, when 
they exterminared his Family and altered the Government, 
they were every way to be juſtified in point of Conſcience 
acef Prudfenth (notwithſtanding former Declarations) for as 
much as a Kingly Family and Office are but of a ſecondary 
conſideration ro the ſecurity of a Kingdom , andall Forms 
of Civil adminiſtration (being as the Shell to the Kernel!) 
are ſubordinate and inferior to the ends of Government; ſo 
that if theſe carinot otherwiſe be attained , there follows 
an unavoidable neceffity of altering the Form: hi 
The Government then of this Nation being(through ne- 
ceffity) alter'd , and at length eſtabliſhed tm the way of a 
Free-State or Commonwealth in the hands of the Patlia- 
ment, both che Army and People were content to acquieſce 
pad aa na orc:: ap- ahnederean - therein, 


= 6. — 
therein, and continued languiſhing year after year, in 
at laſt ro have taſted thoſe Fruits © FEreedom, which Gore | 
ed to ſhoot forth and flouriſh in the Bud, ar the beginnin 
of that Eſtabliſhment : But when after the intercurrence * 
divers years, all our hopes were blaſted , in regard particu. 
lar Members became ſtudious of Parties and private Inte- 
reſts, neglecting the publick ; and by reaſon of their dila- 
tory Proceedings in the Houſe, and unlimited arbitrary 
deciſions at Committees , - wholly perverted the end. of 
Parliaments ; ſo that the People being delaied (and fo in 
effe& denied) Anſwers to their Petitions,no dore being open 
for the redreſs of Grievances , nor any hope of eaſing the 
People of their burthens, it was found at length by experi- 
ence,that a ſtanding Parliament was it ſelf the greateſt Grie- 
vance; which appeared yet the more exceedingly grievous, 
in regard of a viſible defigne carried on by ſome among 
them , to have perpetuated the Power in their own Hands, 
inſomuch that they never made any the leaſt ſhew of a new 
Repreſerative or Parliament , till they underſtood that the 
Army were reſolved to end their ſitting. . Then, it. was, 
and not before , that they brought on: their Bill for « new 
Repreſentative ;. and this nieerly out of deſigne-too , that 
they might have had ſome ſhadow of Pretext to thwart or 
ſcandalize that mott neceſſary work of. Diſſolution, by the 
Army. But notwithſtanding, admit, that. they had been 
real in their Intentions ,; for:the putting a period to their 
own Anthortty. (as was pretended) and-giving way to a,ſuc- 
ceflion by the promoting of that B:/ ; yet conſidering the 
very Form of Succeſſive Parliaments ffribed therein, in- 
tending that the. Supreme Authority ſhould be lodged in 
Bieunial Parliaments ,: and thatthey. ſhould have power to 
ſit to. make Laws, and Govern from:two: years to two. years 
ſucceſlively (keeping by that means the Supreme Legiſla- 
tive Power.alwayes in-being): the evil conſequences: thereof 
both in reſpeR of freedom and ſafety are diſcernable to eve- 
ry. eye., and would bave :proved:a remedy. worſe than the 
Giſeaſe. For beſides the I-00 of Laws which Owe 
| 2 ave 


have bin Ena&ed by tze con 


conſtant firting ofrhe fupreme Au- 
thority, that in a few years'no man'could have told how-ro 
have behaved himſelf, cither in reſpe&of his life or eſtate, 
(as is known by-experience-of the:lalt Parhament., who 
- made more Laws then had been in ſome-hundreds of years 
before) the Supreme Powers of making Laws, and of pat- 
ting them in execution , were by that Bill to have been di- 
ſpoſed in the ſame hands; which placing the Legiſlative and 
executive Powers in the ſame'perſons , is a marvellous In-let 
of Corruption and Tyranny -:* whereas the ' keeping of 
theſe two apart, flowing in'diſtin Channels , ſo that they 
may never meet in one (fave.upon ſome tranfitory extraor- 
dinary occaſion) there lies a grand Secret 'of Liberty and 
eoo0d Government : And though it be of a dangerous im- 
. port , that they ſhould borkreſt in the hands of any ſingle 
perfon., excluding the Community ; yet the conſequents 
are abundantly more pernicious , when they are graſped by 
-nany : becauſe asa particular perſon iseaſily noted for his 
»xceſles ; ſo particular offenders find ſhelter in a Multitude, 
when whatſoever they Act , uſually paſſeth in the -name of 
the whole Body. ; by which-means, ineffet, they become 
unaccountable for Abuſes in Government. And how ea- 
ſily ſuch Abuſes might have been juſtified in a Parliamenta- 
ry way, is apparent enough ; ſeeing an oportunity was gt- 
ven inthat Bill, to the next , or any ſucceeding Parliamenc 
(no manner'of bajance or Check being reſerved-uponthem) 
by claiming an-abſolute Authority to bein themſelves , for 
ever to have continued the Power (if they pleaſed) in their 
own hands ,. upon pretentions of ſafety ; by which means 
che People muſt either wholly have loſt. their Liberty , or. 
been involved again in Bloud, to remove the one, © and re- 
deem the other; for;/it is very evident , how prone men in 
Power are to keep up themſelves , even from the carriage of 
the late Parhament, which, hadit been leftto it ſelf , would 
unqueſtionably have. fate for ever. And therefore it was 
the wiſdom and care of our:Anceſtors, ſoto temper the Go- 
vernment of our Nation in time paſt, that they left the Su- 
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preme Lew-making Power among the People in Parlia- 
- ment, to ſirat ſome times, and be-truſted the Zxecurion of 
Law, with the myſteries of Government, in the hands of a 
 fingle perſon and his Council. But the Leaders of the 
Parliament , ſteering another Courſe in their Biennial Bill, 
did ſet open a wide doreto the aforeſaid Inconveniences, 
in that ominous Scheme of Government by them' pro- 
pounded. And thereby, as alſo by their own miſcarriages 
made it manifelt to the judgments of the moſt ſober and 
well-affe&ted People, that nothing of ſettlement or ſati(- 
fa&tion could be expeted from them , in order to the re- 
medy of growing evils and necellities, or to the pxgſervati- 
on of the chief-ends of the late War. Andin cri, it be- 
ing utterly impoſſible in that corrupted State, through long 
continuance in an 'unaccountable condition of Authority, 
chat they who made it the main of their buſineſs to exer- 
ciſe an arbitrary power in Committees , and promote par- 
ties and Fations among Themſelves , and were like in a 
ſhort time to overwhelm the ancient Liberties and Proper- 
ties of the People , and increaſe their vexations, through 
the multitude ofunneceſſary Laws ( many of which were 
made upon occaſion of, and to ſerye and ſuit with the Con- 
cernments and Intereſts of particular Members) ſhould be- 
come the Inſtruments of our long-defired eſtabliſhment; 
And ſeeing no regard was had to the many humble ſollici- 
tations of the Army, applyed to the moſt conſiderable 
Members of the Houſe, that others might ſucceed in their 
Places , to perfect that good work which we had with ſo 
much patience expected ; therefore ic became an AR no 
teſs pious then neceſlary., for the Army to interpoſe upon 
the ſame equitable grounds as heretofore, in like caſes of 
- extremity, and (no ordinary »ediz- being left} to provide 
for the Main, ina way irregular and extraordinary, by a 
timely Diſſolution ; the conſideration of the ſaid ends of 
our Engagement, and of Government it ſelf, being- e- 
qually: paramount to the priviledges of Parliament ,' as to 
& Prerogatives and Perſons of Kings. 

And 


; 
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And now the Army having. proceeded thus far in that 
unaccuſtomed ( yet moſt neceſſary ) way of aRion, not 
without much regret and hazard to-themfelves ; whereas 
ill-minded men have taken occaſion thereupon to. blaſt the 
fincerity of that A&, as if it had þeen an unworthy conſe- 
quence of ſome long fore-laid Deſign upon grounds of 
Policie ; there needs ( we ſuppoſe ) no other coufutation 
of that calumny, . then a bare conſideration of the irreſo- 
lution and unpreparedneſs of the Army at that time, as to 
any particular way ofbettlement. For, although the Army 
(out of the ſenſe they had of che evils hanging over our 
heads, Whwhich were like co increaſe while the Parliament 
fate)hadfaken ſome conſideration how to remedy the ſame, 
and had before had conference about it with ſeveral Mem- 
bers of Parliament ; yet untillthey were actually diſſolved, 
no Reſolutions were taken in what Model to caſt the Go- 
vernment; but it was after the faid diſſolution debated and 
diſcuſſed by the Officers of the Army, as zes integra ; the 
Raeſcen being then put, Whether the Power ſhould be 
reſerved in the hnds of a few, or of a greater mutnber of 
perſons, in order to an Eſtabliſhment : It was conceived 
by ſome, that the former would prove the more effeRual 
Mean ; but by others, that the latrer would be every: jot 
as effeual, and beſides bring this advantage along with ir, 
that it would be much more. ſatisfaRtory. to the generality 
of the; Army ,; and; to the good people of the Nation ; 
whereupon, the Officers being deſirous. (as much as in them 
lay ) to promote a -Sueceſlion-of Supreme Aſſemblies, in 
that form of a Free-State or. Commonwealth which had 
been declared by Parliament, . it 'was at lengrh refolved to 
fall uponthe latter, as being ſuppoſed the molt rational way | 
(conſidering all circumſtances attending the conſtitution of 
affairs ) to provide for the-eaſe and fatisfation'ofthe peo- 
ple: Andin order herennto,. it was apreed likewiſe, that 
ſuch perſons ſhould be: called: togecher-oucof the) ſeveral 
Counties, as were reputed men np God; :and of. ap* 
® proved 


rroved fidelity ; in the choice of which perſons ſuch in- 


differencie was uſed, and ſo equal liberty allowed to att 
then preſent with the General, that every Officer enjoyed 
the ſame freedom of nomination, and the majority of ſuf. 
frage' carried it for the eleCtion of each ſingle Member : 
By which means the ſupreme Power of the Nation was de- 
volved and be-truſted into the hands of thoſe men thus ele- 
Red, to all intents and purpoſes. _ 

And truly, the hopes conceived, and expectations raiſed 
from the meeting of that Aſſembly, were neither few, nor 
without ground ; foraſmuch as it was apprehended, the 
perſons | pores were men of godlineſs and honeſty, and. 
ſuppoſe | 
people, .'( and ſurely mdny ſuch there were among them ) 
which Intereſt is doubtleſs of ſuch a latitude, that all men 


who have the evidence of Regeneration, of faith, and love, 


( though under different Forms, or not perſwaded yet 
what Forms: they ought to ſubmit anto, by reaſon of the 
- various diſputes about them ) and do neither apoſtatize 
from Forms and deride them , nor-reje&t Chriſt in the 
Communion of Saints , nor {light the holy Scriptures , 


(which praRiſes are alrogether inconſiſtent with&odlineſs). 


ſhould poſſeſs their Rights in an equal enjoyment of pro- 
tection and liberty ; And alſo, that men as men {notwith- 
ftanding the. ſigns of Regeneration appear not- in them ) 
ſhould enjoy the benefit of their reſpective Intereſts, whe-- 
ther in Articles of War, or any other Claims-of a Civil 
cogniſance. But on the contrary, it ſo fell 'out in a ſhorc 
time, that there appeared many in this Aſſembly of very 
contrary principles to: the Intereſt aforeſaid ;: which led 


them violently on'to attempt and promote- many things, 
the conſequence whereof(however it might not be intended. 


by the -generality of them.) would haye been A ſubverting 
the Fundamental. Laws of the Land, the deſtrution of Pr- 
priety, and an utter extinguiſning the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 
In truth, their principles led-them to- a - pulling: down all, 


- and eſtabliſhing nothing : So that inſtead of the expeRteg' 


Settle- 


to have a ſpirit as large as the Intereſt of Gods 


Settlement, they-were running out into meer Anarchy and 
coofuren;: 7 -- -3 Et, Ted 

' For the further (clearing whereof, it will be conveni- 
ent -here to givea ſhort Syſteme of rheir Principles and 
aQtings-in reference, 1.to Religion, 2. to the Civil Rights 
and Laws of the Nation. 3. to-the Army; And-though 
we take lictle pleaſure in a diſcourſe of this nature, which 
rendsto 4 laying open the weakneſs and Failings of our 
Brethren;yet ſeeing itis for their ſakes that we doe it,who 
in- popular diſorders and confuſions , will have the great- 
eſt ſhare of miſery and oppreſſion; We conceive it very 
neceſſary to ſpeak our knowledg therein, and ſhall proceed 
with all tenderneſs in the Relation ,. with intent (not to 
aſperſe any, but) / only to ſhew how farr the Members 
Themſelves were concerned in conſcience and duty, to re- 
ſolve upon the diſſolution of that Aſſembly. 


And firſt , as to Religiov, We muſt here (with prief of 
heart) remember ; how often the Profeſſion of it, the 
Ordinances, and the very name of Chriſt was blaſphem- 
ed, by faſtening a mark of Antichriſtianiſm.upon every 
thing theywliked not ; what ſevere Principlesof 7mpoſition 
were owned by thoſe very men, who had ſo often here- 
tofore declaimed againſt it, as that which bath been an oc. 
caſion of ſpilling the Bloud of many-Thouſands of preci- 
ous Saints, and would again (under ſtranger Pretences) 
in a ſhort time , have introduced a new Fury.of Perſecu- 
tion' .more high than ever; and by decrying all other 
waies to eſtabliſh their own, have impoſed « more than 
Antichriſtian Yoak upon the necks: of Believers. Hence | 
ir was, that they un-ſainted every man, ' whoſe Conſcience 
was not of- the ſame ({ize with their own, : and condemned 
all as Enemies to Reformation, who kept not an even pace 
with Themſelves in the Houſe , of. with 'the hot men at 
Black-Fryers Mecting:,: who pronounced al}:the-Reform- 

ed Churches:to/be as'the' Out-wiorks to Bybylon, and that 
chey-mult be taken down befote there coutdibe'/a coming 

; at 


mt the-maia Fort. Thus they became Judges over their Bre- 


chren, branding them as men af carnal and, of Aatichri- 
ſtian ſpirics,; oppoſers of he work of . God. - becauſe 


not of the ſame perſwaſion: in-the Things. held. forth. by 
them,,- though little was ſaid to convince thoſe that were 
contrary-minded .: Nevertheleſs, they proceeded ſo far, 
as to'make this che. Foundation of a Breach in the Houſe , 
among perſons of the ſame Faich, and under a high name 
for Religion; by which means themſelves became the 


preat obſtrucors of the work of Reformation and Settle- 


ment, And now if-theſe things had been managed by 
them in a fair ſeeming courle of Reaſon and Argumenr, 
P3/ have been a way open'd to. give or 
but alas, that Impoſing ſpirit of theirs 


ian ppolition 0 a4 
foning the matter) they would haye pulled down the Mi. 


chat all ſatisfaRtion ſhould, be SEA 5h Rofly -of the 
etormation of the Miniſtry, by 
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it paſſed in the Negative ; hope ng would fatisfie 
bak the injfters muſt down , and be turned out of all 
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{both good and bad) roſeek 2 ſubſiſtence for 'Thenſelves - 


and their Families ;, which had been fot 'only”'a' miahifeſt 


invgſion of their Rights; 85 civil. men, -and Members:of the” 
Commonwealth , atid '4 grievous fntrenchment upon the 
liberty of their Confeiences , and of thoſe who have been 


cofverted by their Miniſtry ; but ſeeing alſo, that many, 
at 'the ame inſtant 'when the) 
profefleg fall gen "the Magi 
rers of Religion 

ding Bog Ee to Preachthe Goſpel, we cannot under- 
_ _ hope there could be, of byet haying conſtant 


fo xs the' lives #1d_Do- . 
qaire $ were 6ffenfive, or 
ieri the Queſtion 
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= Ut d this extirpation, 
rates power in-any-mar- 
nd burticalarty that of placing R/ fen-" 


bing Minnftry re-ſerſed in this Nation. Arid Ny | 


ewe. Theſe men would bave'the world believe; tha 
they arefor a: Coty May ry, for Liberty « 4 Conflanns 
and; thar' Li forapt impoſin 


Principles woul be touching Religion. 
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JI: *Asto bY Eabrind Civil Rights df the! Nation; 


upon their brethren: Bi? 
by theſe things you may ſee,w th CO their 


When the point"'6F Livy Game into conſideration in the 


- Houſe, thehe Birey wi for proving awiy itsexuberan- 


ces and fo guitips: the other, ws iewingdown of the: 
nano; we hats 5, fora re- 
larion'of the aw, by makin | Uintelli- 
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with the King) .baying been liſhed , 

we LRN da Ft Tk ſervng ponfpold 
ry Pawes inthe Seats Me iccare, and a2 expoſing of our 
Lives, our Eſtates, qur. ala tees and ail chatis dear nnto 
ys., as a Sacrifice to the boun leſs.a $p4% meer {il 


and Pleaſure, For, it bath been ſaid of old; T be .LaW 
that Which puts difference betwixt Good and E vn, berwixt 
7 uſt and Unyuft : If. you once take away the Low, all things 
Wil fall into @ confuſion; euery man will beco' \\'a "Law; unto 
bimſelf, which inthe depraved condition of Humaze Nature 
woſt needs produce many great Engrmities : Luſt will be- 
come 4. La, ayd Envy will ws 4 Law, Covetauſne(s 
and Ambition will de Laws ; and what Diftates, What 
Deciſions ſuch Laws will Ons Fi); yy be Meets 
As for qur parts, we in this Nation.may ealj F Rercevy the 

event of ſuch courſes;; having lived ſome years at the.plea- 
ſure of a long-continued Parlament, who contrary to their 
Truſt, and the nature of a Parlament (whoſe great work 
is to make Laws) took upon chem ordinarily. ro admini- 
 fter Law and Juſtice, according to their awn wills, and en- 
deavoured to perpetaate the Office of. Admjryftration in 


their own hands, againſ} the will of the People: In which 


At of abſolute and Loxdly power, as. dels were followed 
ro the heels by this laſt, Afſembly.; ſo;th ded Fhem 
in other dangerous atzempts. , hich gxtendedinet only to 
the abolition of Law , but tothe uter fab ſubyerſion of Civill 
right and Propriety. For, there was a Party of men a- 
mong them, who afſumed to themſelves only. the name of 
Saints, , from which .Ticle, rhey excluded all others that 
were got. of their Jus endo opiniqn , and HnſEore 
ſeeing it is a name that ſhall be had'ingyxrlaſting honour, 

we are heartily ſorty to have ſeen it Cp. abuſed 
in this Age of light and godlineſs , as that the pretence of 
ic hath by ſome men been- intended for a Riſe to. the ad- 
vantages of woridlyPoMer and Aloryaboret the RIFF: ef rheir 


brethren, ©» IDES VT: {2 
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waved the way of Call-upon a hamane account, and pene- 


rally made'pretence'to an X Shirt ioary-Call from Chrif 
n thein'to rule the Nation'byyer-. 
ve of a ſuppoſed Rig Fog 'of Saintſhipin themſelves ; and 


himſelf, ard price ro take vpo 


upon this principle wools have laid the foundation -of a 
-new. platform , which was to go under- the name <6f a 
Fifth Kitts fiever to have anend, but to-war-with 


ail ot! Stor, and break them in: peeces: In order 


wherengto., -that they mighe make Tay. for: this''Fifeh 
Kingdom, they and their pa any having wreſted and fitted 
Scriptures for their turn, pr fled and declared abroad 
( and-into this'princip'e and perſwaſion-they-baptized ail 

3) char the Powersindeing were alfbranch- 


vs of the Four! 
deſfroyed; whereupon they took the -confidence'not 
only to aſperſe and judge whole States and Governments; 
ani propheſie their ruine, bur did, as much asin them 
devpye them to-deffradion,aud.thereby preparethe:ſ pirits 
of the people to'itnbrace any: opportunity to follow ther 


tri | 


el perpetl es Menarehy accotding to-the dreams 
it 


:themaodrbeir Party ; (it is noharEnatter +0 diſcern how 
the-common* Intereſt of :this Nation -would have- been 


Hwatfowed up by a particular FaQtien, and what a pernici. 


-ouF Engine it muft- bave-proved-to the perverting-of-all 
Order among Men ;-foraſmach axby turning the ſiream 


peer 1 out-of ts pro perichannel; it would bave 


Sine Au confounded the-wholke-courſe of Natuial :ang 
Divi ihr, whichis che-only -Balie- or foundation of 
Gorernment-in this:-world. :And therefore - -ſecing-their 
defigrrwar-of ſo high:anature, as it-nim'd at-nodeſs than 
theextirpation of Lew, -and-Governmeat .it«ſelf. and of 


TheqnainRighnaatoereſtzafchePeoplorelacing there 


" Borw 6 bir e con 45A thoſe inthe laft 
Houle who'v conl ſooner Fon, bat rhey would have 
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Torn which muſt be rooted'up and 


enl{pur their deſigns'in execution S>'that if their-defipn 


] takereffe, - wherein men could have 
*tadno orber K gbr'byr what: they-multhave derivedfrom 
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onto ; it is the feſs needfull to mention their intrenching 
vpon other Rights which are of an inferior conſideration, 
asin the matter of Tythes,” and of 'Patronage and Preſen- 
-tacion -of Miniſters to Livings :' Concerning! which we 
ſhall only fay,-thatin this; as in all other things, nothing 
of moderation-would content them.. It was propoundet,, 
as the :moxeſober and equitable way , That perſons ef 
eminent piety and-fidelity might be appointed to judge of 
ſach Miniſters as ſhould be prefented by 'Patrons': þnt 
they would admit of no (ach regulation, running out into 
che extreme, and quite voted away the whole Righe of 
Preſencation.' And in the debate thereof they forbore not 
to diſcover the principle whereby they did-ir, judging ail 
men to be carnal and Anticbriſtian,thatdiffered in opinion 
from-them.- - EP IT 


TH. 'As concerning the «Ar7my', this being -rhe great 
Tmpediment in the way of thesr Monarchy , they were 
not without their deſigns'alſo upon it : which nor'being 
to be contended with by any:open-attempt,they proceeded 
towards it! by other methods. For, when the neceſfary 
continuation of Aﬀeſsments'came to be debated in the 
Houſe, : they laboured might and 'main { under ſpecious 
pretences)- co have caft out the Bill, and fo at onte to 
have cut all the ſznews of the Army and therr ſubſiſtence, 
the only viſible ſupport of the Nations ſecutity : -the con- 
ſequence whereof would have been an expoſing" of the 
Souldiexy to Free-quarter- and diſorder, and thereby-the 


ikewife from the Navy; -and'our Aﬀairs and:Friends: left 
10 ſink or ſwim in-[re/a»d.and Scortand; yea, and allkthus 
at{ach a time of unuſual danger and neceflty, wben Scot- 
{and was unquiet, the Commonwealth engapedwith;Ene- 
nies abroad, and'forced to -an extraordinary: Charge fer” 
the maintenance df oufFleets at Sea,which-are asrhe waljs 
and byſwarks of:this Nation-apainft Invaliogs ofFotein- | 
0s, Burche: Bill of Aﬀeſments boing palt;, and theirgo-- 


Country to-rapine ;- all ſupplies muſt have been cur off. 
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tentions this way fruſtrated their next method was ta have 
alter'd the Gaveroment of the. Army, and ro: have-*com. 
mitted is to ſxcb- hands as;,would, bave: afſifted them in 
their ifttended Transformation... As a Preparative hereto, 
all:Courſes: were takefi.to: make the e Army odions;, the 
Officers aſperſed with the title of ?aniſaries, and men ſer 
up in Pulpits, whoſe daily work was t6 pngrony yi tet all 
perſons in Truſt and Power, in the Army and elſwhere, 
by proclaiming them to be Perfidners of Babylon, and the 
Government Antichriſtian 2 which licentions Tongues 
were not only encouraged berein by the preſence, but 
_8fiſted (many times) by the perſons of fome of their Pa- 

. trons in the late Aſſembly. 'Nordid theſe men reſt here: 
but not being able to ſerve their own wills avd phant'ſies 
within the Houſe, ſo eaſily as they defired ; then they re- 
ſolved to divide and ſeparate themſelves from the othe 
Members, who followed them not in their exceſſes, and 
to conſtityte themſelves into a Pawer diſtin& from them. 

- To thisend, they led off divers. well-meaning Gentlemen 
of the Houſe along with them , to private Meetings 0 
their own appointment', upon pretence of ſeeking the 


Lord. by prayer for direRion, But, to the great diſhonor 


.of God, and prophanation of his holy Ordinances, the 
uſe that was made'of thoſe Meetings by the Contrivers of 


them; was, only for the better carvying- on of things that. 


they bad befoerchand reſolved to at. And in order there 


to, they took liberty to arraign and condemn the perſongſ 


and. proceedings of their fellow-Members, and provoked 
others to Remonſtrate and Proteſt againſt them ; ſaying 
That if the Houſe then ſitting ſhould ſend for them, the 
ought not. to. oþey them.:'/Devifing alſo at the ſame Mect 
ings, which way to prepoſlefs all the gather'd Churches 
in E»gland by Letters, and with Reports of their own tc 
ſcandalize the Government .in the opinion of our Brethre 
itrtboſe Churches, whoſe Liberties we tender 2s our ow 
inthe Lord, «nd for whoſe ſatisfaRion:this/ Diſcgurie i 
' chiefly intended 3; endeavonring thereby! ro lead wc hh 
0 
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they could not obtain a general! conſent to write unto 
the Churches, beraufe maby of the Meeting perceived 
the evil. of, this buſineſs, . it was left ro every mans diſcre- 
tion to write'as he Ihould fee cauſe nnd occaſion: Beſides 
all chis,: dixeCtion, was given at a Meeting, 'to pull down 


e of the great Officers, and put others in their places ;. 


m 
Fereby to create-ſuch diſcontentsant emuſations atnong 
che Souldiery,':85 would-probably have divided and em- 
brued: them in cach others blood, and. expoſed them and 


b. 


the whole Nation for a prey to the common Enemy. 


Things. being at this paſs, .and. the Houſe ( through 


theſe Proceedings) perfeAly disjointed , and.the two- 
Parties wound up to futh'a Height of animoſity, that they = 


| were as muck divided, as. if they hal been people of two: 
diſtin&t Nations, mutually contending for each others 
Rights, it wasin vain to look for a Settlement of this 
Nation from them thus conſtituted ; but on the contrary, 
nothing efſe could be expeRted, butthat the Common- 


wealth fhbuld fink under their hands, and the great Cauſe 
- hitherto ſo happily upheld and maintained, be for ever loſt, 
through their prepoſterous management 'of thoſe Aﬀairs- 
whetewith they had been trofted.. And- therefore the 


major part of that Aſſembly being iconvinced, that they 


could fir no lofiger, withour' incurring the puilt' of rhat. 


_ deftrution which was coming/on the whole Land, did 


upon the-1 2. day of December 1653. by ſubſcriding rheir- 
Namesto an Inſtrument in writing, reſign up their Powers- 


| and Authorities 'to' his mow: Highneſs, (then: Captain- 


Ly 


following words: - | . 


| General of allthe ForcevofthisCommonizealth) inthieſe: 


Godly of the Land into miſtakes and offences. And when: 


RE OI ION — 


1 Decemb. 12. 1653... 
TJ Pon a Motion this day made in the 
IL” Houſe, that the fitting of this Parla- 
ment any: longer as now Conſtituted, will 
not be for the good of the Commonwealib 
andihat therefore it was requiſite 10 deliver 
up unto the Lord General Cromwell , the 
Powers which they received from Him , 
Theſe Members whoſe names are underwrit- 
ten, have ard de bereby refigne their ſaid 


Powers to bis Excellencie. 


. Which being done, and thereby all Power of Covern- 
ment devolved upon the General , as Head of the Army, 
it was neceſſary to take ſpeedy conſideration , in what 
Form to diſpoſe the Government. To. have continued it 
in a Military way, had been dangerous; and inconſiſtent 
with the Freedom of the People, and by conſequence to 
have inthroned Power and Force above Law , and left 
both the :intiruting and executing of Law to-the arbitrary 
diſcretion of the /Souldier ,; who. being - girt with. beth 
Swords of War and Civil Juſtice, would be apt to miſtake 
and draw the one, inſtead of the other, ro:execute his own 
will in place of Law , without check ot controll, having 
all force at bis own difpoſition; which .mwſt bave intro- 
duced very great inconveniences. 7 


To have returned back again to Repreſentatives, as the 
Parjament had propounded in their Bienvia/ Bill, and fo 
to haye governed theſe Nations by Parlaments es 

Itring 


fitting ; not only clear reaſon, but experience evinceth, 


that neither Safety nor Liberty could be expeRed therein. 
Parlaments always fitting are no more agreeable to the 


temper of this People, than it is to a natural Body to take 


always Phyſick inſtead of Food : For,the prime end of the 
Parlamentary conſtitution is, to make Laws, and redreis 
grievances, Now tit cannot in reaſon be imagined, that 
becauſe the great Body of the People may ſometimes a- 
bound with il] humors and diſtempers, therefore ic ſhould 
be perpetually under the hands of it's Phyſicians : This 
may ſooner kill than cure. The ordinary preventive phy- 
fick in a State againſt growing maladies, is execution and 
adminiſtration of Law and Juſtice, which muſt be left to its 
Officers ; but Legiſlation or the power of Law-making is 
then properly exerciſed, when they are grown to a height, 
& have need of ſtrong purgation;which if conſtantly uſed, 
vitiates the Complexion, eneryates the natural vigor,and 
fortifies the diſeaſe by a more abundant acceſſion of perni- 
cious hamors.” What Commonwealth that hath but a face 
of civility, can be ſuppoſed to have People of ſo forlorne 
a diſpoſition at all times, and things ſo continually out of 
order, that it will require a tu weveng application of new 
Laws for remedy ? which if admitted, would in a ſhort 
time require ſome Ages to read over innumerable Statutes, 


and reduce the buſineſs of Law to as bad condition, as it - 


was in the Roman Empire before the dayes of [oinles, 
when by long tra of time the Laws were ſwoln into ſo 
prodigious a heap of untracable volumes, that the Law- 
profeſſors themſelves were opprefled under the weighr of 
them , .as' well as the People. And as to what'concerns 
ns herein England, we were fairly coming on to the ſame 
paſs; ſo many Laws baving been ordained the laſt Parlia- 


' ment, that our Gentlemen of the Robe know very well 
what ado there is to reconcile one Law and Ordinance - 
with another, how incongruous they are in reſpe&t of 


themſelves, and in reference to many antient Laws which 


immediately concern the Liberty of the People. So that 
D had 


had they beerleft to their own will, to have fate Ordain- 
ing as long as they liſt, a few years more wonld have 
mounted the Statute-book above the reach of a Student's 
purſe, and advanced it to the ſize of an antient Livy, 
which was held ſufficient of it ſelf to ſet out a whole Li- 
brary; by which means the Senſe of Law could never 
have been extricated out of endleſs Intanglements, bur 
being loſt in the Labyrinth of its own-Bulk, it muſt have 
proved a miſerable vexation both to Lawyer and Client, 
Theſe would have been the effefs of ever-fitting Parla- 
ments, in point of Law-making. But as to an aſuming to. 
themſelves alſo a diſtribution of Law and Juſtice, it is a 
thing not to be once named among a free People, whoſe 
fecurity lies in having an eafie open: way of Appeal, in 
caſe of wrong done by Jufticers.z which can: very rarely, 
or never be had againſt the Injury. of ſo ſupreme a Court 
as a Parlament, it being the higheft. But admit they were 
accountable ever to the ſucceeding Parlament, yet ( when 
all is done) it won/dbe a bard matter to queſtion.ſo great 
a Body, a courſe very ill-beſeeming the dignity of ' Parla- 
ments; and as difficult a point to. pick out Offenders, a 
way too much reflecting upen the liberty of Parlament, 
which lies in a freedom of Debate; and this every man 
will challenge, and ſay he did but ſpeak his Judgment, if 
any. one ſhould be called to account for promoting an 
uajuſt Determination. Nay , put: caſe, that particular 
Offenders of this kind could he ſingled out of the Houſe, 
yet for all this, the people would be very deſperately ro 
kek of remedies againſt their-arditrary DiRates, becauſe 
thoſe great moliminons Bodies of Parlaments are but low 
19. motion , and,attendance will quickly exbauſt a good 
purſe-and patience, before any thing can be done ; the 
truth of all which we well knew by experience, through 
the continued Seſſion of the late Parlament. Where Law 
i. diſpenſed, there ſhould upon occaſion of injury be a 
ready. paſſage to redreſs againſt the Diſpenſers, or elſe as. 
good be without any Law at all:: But-this cannot be ar 
| peed 


peRted from-comimual Parlaments'; and therefore as they 
were never intended for executioners of Law (ir being the 
peculiar Taskof inferior Courts) and as there is no need, 
but very great inconvenience that they. ſhould be buſied 
ſtill in framing Laws , which is their principal work ; fo it 
muſt of neceſlity be granted, that their perpetuated ficting 
inthe Nation ; would have been unneceſſary , dangerous, 
and its moſt deplorable Grievance. | 


Laſtly,to have called apain particular perſons tothe Sn- 
preme Governinent, in the way laſt taken by ereQing the 
late Aſſembly , the evil thereof was too notorious and 
freſh inmemory , and therefore dangerous to venture a 
ſplitting gpon that Rock again, which bad been but newly 
eſcaped, We, and all the People, had need beware of 
that miſtaken principle , which had like to have devoured 
the. common Intereſt of our Nation. For, we cannot yer 
but admire at thoſe mens open: and violent- avowing this 
Point of State-herefie; That godly perſons, though of ſmall 
underſtanding, and little ability of mind in publick Aﬀairs, 
are more fit for Government than men of great knoWwledg andl 
wiſdom, if endued only with natural Parts , and moral 'ver- 
tues ; whereupon they are too apt to think ,- that none 
oupht to be intruſted in Government but godly perſong,or 
ſuch as are Saints by calling , who ſhall have immediate 
aſſiſtance from God ſuitable to their work. But alas, 
our-lateexperience hath ſufficiently taught us |'thar God 
works not now in any ſuch extraordinary way , but hath 
left the world to be ordered by the moral improvement of 
natural Endowments and Faculties. The bufineſs of Go- 
vernment is not converſant abour- the inward graces and 

Qualifications of men, as men of Faith and juſtified per- 
ſons, butis wholly terminated in works of the outward 
man ; It being purpoſedly ordained for a terror to evil 
doers , and the praiſe or encouragement of them that doe 
. well; according'tothe light of nature, and diftates of the 
natural: Conſcience ; whiehſumme- vp the OTONEIK © 
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Chriſtian Magiſtrate, who ought to]keep- himſelf within 
theſe Bounds, Anditisſo rag the intent of Chriſt, 
- that his Sheep ſhould be folded within the Walls of a Su- 
preme Authority, that he plainly told his Diſciples, and us 
in them , that h#s Kingdom x nor of thus world ; whereby 
be totally diſcountenanceth that worn Temee, long ſince 
ys , but now revived by theſe men, That temporal 
Power and Authority is and onght to be founded in grace. A 
thing ſo little minded by Pax/,and ſo far from the thoughts 
-of the reſt of the Apoſtles-and Penmen of the New Teſta. 
ment, that men as Saints might claim a Right and Title 
to become Governors and Princes , that they are bid ra- 
ther to arm themſelves with patience for Tribulation and 
perſecution, as their portion in this world, and to think 
rather of praying for Kings and Magiſtrates, counting it 
ſufficient if by prayer they/might obtain ſo much favour 
under them , as to live a quiet and peaceable life, The 
knowledg of God in Chriſt was never given forth to go- 
vern the world , but for more high and noble ends; asto 
live in communion with God ;. to bridle and quench a 
mans luſts and diſorderly affe&ions, and to ſubjee the 
whole inward manto the Rules of another , even a ſpiri- 
rual Kingdom. It is a thing indeed to be wiſhed , that 
Goyernors might aiwaies be endued with the grace and the 
knowledg of God in Chriſt , added to thoſe great gifts of 
moral vertue, Wiſdom and Prudence , becauſe it puts a 
luſtre upon them all , and makes the; Government very 
beautifull; but Grace (though moſtly accompanied with 
ſome meaſure of thoſe gifts) doth not neceſſarily quali- 
fie gratious men alwaies with an excellency of diſcerning 
. tn matters of a Civil nature ; for, we ſee many rich en- 
dowrentsof Underſtanding, Juſtice, Fortitude, pati- 
ence, &c. in others ( which many. believers have not) 
whereby they are fitted to rule men of ſeveral Tempers 
and Paſſions, and to fore-ſee the Conſequents of things 
by reaſon, and in a natural way ; ,which is the only means 
ordained by God to rule the world, who hath De 
it WniOoie 
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- whole Frame of nature here below to be: regulated and di- 
ſpoſed by the naturalman: . And therefore , whenever the 
Mapiſtrate runs out of his ſphere 'to at npon other 
grounds, or when men ſhall aſſume Mapiftracie to Them- 
felves,upon any ſuch ground(as aforeſaid)beſide that of na- 
ral and civil Right, they not only lay a Foundation (as we 
have lately ſeen) for impoſing upon mens conſciences, and 
ſevere perſecution, but doe (as much as in them lies) pro- 
claim war apainſt all men beſides their own Opinioniſts, 
cancelling the very Rights of Nature, together with all the 
Bonds of civil ſociety. 

, Nor muſt it be forgotten here , what a Rock ſuch men 
are ready to ruſh upon, who ſhall endeavour to twiſt the 
Spiritual and Civil Intereft both in one , and fo make the 
Church and State of the ſame.extention > as they do who 
hold that none ought to be in Authority bur Saints by cal. 
ling; for, in this there is a recurring to the very Papall 
ſy. Prelatick principle. . Upon this notion the Pope firſt ſet 
up himſelf, and the Prelates after him, adding the Tempo- 
ral Authority to the Spiritual , and ſo made che Kingdom 
of Chriſt to be of this world, as-thoſe poor deluded :ſouls 
do, who lay the Foundation of their Fifth Monarchy, up- 
on the ſame carnal Suppoſition. 


Wherefore npon theſe,and divers other Conſiderations, 
it was apreed to come to ſome ſuch folid and certain courſe 
of Settlement, as might hereaſter barr up the way againſt 
thoſe manifold inconveniences , which we have felt under 
other fleeting Forms, and reduce ns (as near as may be, 
with moſt convenience) to our antient way of Govern- 
ment, by Supreme Magiſtrates:and Parlaments. 

.. And of this nature is the Form now eſtabliſhed, and al- 
ready made publick. 


| But to the end that this may be made clear and mani- 


feſt, we ſhall in the next place diſcourſe ſomwhat concern-. 


ing it in general} , and then deſcend to particulars. In. 
LITER general, 


oy 


Penerall, we ſay ; that as this laſt Change hath heen made 
upon the ſame grounds of reaſon and equity, that neceſſi- 
rated all foregoing Changes in the outward Forms, and 
was admitted of abſolute neceſſity to fave a _— Nati- 
on out of the gulf of miſery and confuſion, cauſed by the 
changeable Counſels and corrupt Intereſts of other men, 
who violated their Principtes, and brake the Truſt com- 
mitted to them : So none of thoſe former Alterations did 
ſo truly make good, or ſo fully provide for the ſecurity 
of thoſe great ends of Religion and Liberty, which were 
a5 the blood and ſpirits cunning through every vein of the 
Parliament and Armies Declarations ; ſo that though the 
Commonwealth may now appear with a new face inthe 
outward Form, yet it remains ſtill the ſame in Subſtance, 
and is of a better complexion and conſtitution then here-' 
tofore, | ÞEg3b 

If we take a ſurvey of the whole together, we find. the 
Foundation of this Government laid-in the People. Who 
hath the power of altering old Laws, or making new ? 
The people in Parlament ; without them nothing of this 
nature can be done; they are to be governed only by fuch 
Laws as they have choſen, or ſhall chuſe, and not to have 
any impoſed upon them: Then, who is to adminiſter or 
govern according to thoſe Laws, and ſee them put in exe- | 
cution? Not a perſon claiming an hereditary Right of 
Soveraignty, or power over the Lives and Liberties of the 
Nation by birth, allowing the People neither Right nor 
Liberty, but what depends upon Royal grant and pleaſure, 
according to the tenor of that Prerogative challenged 
heretofore by the Kings of Exg/and ; under whom, if 
the Commonalty. enjoyed anything they might call their 
own, it was not ſo-much: to beieſteemed a matter of Right, 
as a Boon and effec of grace and favour. But' the Go- 
vernment now is to be managed by a Perſon that is e/edtzve, 
and that EleRion:muſt take 1ts riſe originally and virtually 
from the People, as we ſhall fully. evince by and by,in par- 
tivular, and ſhew that all power both:Legiſlarsve and E xe- 


cative 


extive, doth flow from the Community ; than which 
there cannot be a greater Evidence of publike Free- 
dom. | | 

Again, avthis Perſon is not to exerciſe his Power by a 
Claim of Inheritance, or by vertue of any perſonal Right 
over and above the People; ſoitis a thing that he is to 
receive only by way of Truſt, for their benefit and pro- 
teRion ; and the power heis inveſted with, is not to make 
him great and glotions, otherwiſe then in order to the 
peace and advantage of thoſe that are governed by him ; 
whereas the Kings of this Nation pretended always, and 
maintained an Intereſt of their own, as they were Kings, 
diſtin and ſuperior to that of the People ; which they 
called their own, as much as any particular nran can call 
his houſes or lands his own, wherein he hath a perſonal. 
propriety. And as they did not hold themſelves to have 
comein by the People, ſo neither did they conceive them- 
ſelves obliged to-govern, otherwiſe than for their own 
greatneſs ; And although this DoQrine had been broach- 
ed in ſome later Books and Prints, that Kings were nt. 
for themſclves, bur for the People ; Fetthe Courtiers laugh- 
ed in theirſleeves at it, and we know it was eſteemed here- 
tical by the King and his Abettors. Nevertheleſs, how 
ofcen, and in how many Declarations did the Parlament 
promiſe to make him a great and glorious King 1 and 
were content to have imbraced him in ſuch a poſture, in 
caſe he had hearken'd to their deſires and demands |. 
Whereas now the Terms of Glory and Greatneſs are 0- 
mitted, and a ground.work is laid to make the Nation 
great and glorigus, and our chief Mapiſtrate ſo, no other- 
wiſe than may be conducing to the ſame end: Sothat it 
will appear-the Government is ſufficiently popular, the 


antient Liberties of England not only ſecured, but enlarsed;. 


and that although the execztive power be placed in a ſivgle 


perſon, Fyet it ſlgnds upon a fairer account then in former. 


umes.. 


But. 
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But let us proceed now from Generals, to touch npon 
ſome of the Particulars in the ſaid Eſtabliſhment ; where 
we find, that all the grand ARs of Soveraignty are either 
immediately , or influentially, lodged in the People; not 
only ſuch asthey claimed of right in the time of Kings, 
but ſach as they never made any demand of. 


1. The firſt and great AR of Soveraignty lies in the 
Enatting , and the altering cr annuling of Laws: which 
is expreſly provided to be in Parjament, and not otherwiſe 
(ſave in ſome Caſes, and that only untill the fitting of rhe 
next Parlament, the reaſon whereof will. appear by and 
by ; ) And that the exercife of this Soveraign Power by 
the People, may not by any means be avoided, ſure provi- 
fion is made likewiſe for a continual ſucceſſion of Parla- 
ments , it being done with ſuch care and circumſpeQion, 
that the very circumſtances of Proviſion are ſufficientto 
induce a perſwaſion, that the whole Eſtabliſhment was 
made with an aim at the publick Good , and not fitted for 
the greatning of any particular Perſon. Which will far- 
ther appear by the following conſiderations. - | 


1, Conſider what care is taken for a ſucceſſion of Par- 
laments. A Parliament is to be called every three years at - 
leaſt, not leaving it at the pleaſure of the chief Magiſtrate, 
co doit or not to do it;;- but other perſons, in caſe of his 
Failer,are impower'd and required to iſſue forth Summons 
without him; and that under the penalty of Hiph-Trea- 
fon, Which Proviſion is agreeable in ſome fort to the 
Triennial Bill , paſſed in the beginning of the laſt Parla- 
ment; and that at ſuch a time, when the Nation was juſt- 
ly ſenſible of their own Rights, and when they never 

dreamt of a perpetual Parliament, nor of ever-ſittins Par- 
laments, but defired only a convenient ſucceſſion of thoſe 
Supreme Aſſemblies: And the ſame defire was often ite- 


rated by the Army , in their Remonſtrances and Decla- 
an :7 My: 


- 


2. As 


tut For”! > 66. R425 lb abs OY Ot OR Pt AY —_ 


” —_ ———— —— 4 


3. As tothe Conſtitution of Parlaments, ic muſt be ob- 
ſerved ; That the EleRtions of perſons to ſit in Parlament, 


are diſtributed in all Counties , with much more equality 


and proportion than heretofore , according to what hath 


been often declared, and propounded by the Army; asalſo 


that full proviſion 1s made to prevent Frauds in EleRtions, 
and falſe Returns. And whereas the liberty of EleQting is 
reſtrained only to ſuch qualified perſons in each County, 
whoſe Eſtates real or perſonal are valuable at the ſumm of 
200]. andthey declared capable to ele&t Members to ſerve 
in Parlament ; let it be conſider'd , that the liberty of that 
kind is drawn forth to a greater latitude , than in the daies 
of Kings, whenthis Priviledg was exceedingly curtailed, 
and communicated to thoſe alone who were called Free-hel- 
ders, as if they alone had been the men that ought-to be 
free : But now we conceive it is circumſcribed with ſuch 
prudence and caution , thart it ſits neither too ftreight nor 
£00 looſe, to the Body of our Nation. | 


3. If we conſider what perſons are to be ele&ted, as well 
as to ele, we ſhall find a very Chriſtian moderation uſed 
therein. Care is taken that ſuch perſons ſhall not be cho- 
ſen, who were in Arms againſt the Parlament after the year 
1641. unleſs they have been fince inthe Parlaments Service, 
and given fignal Teſtimony of their good AﬀeRtions there- 
to ; by this means to prevent a bringing into the Supreme 
Councils, thoſe who have ſo lately declared themſelves Ene- 
..-mies to the Cauſe of God, and the true Intereſt and Liber- 
ty of the People. Bur yet, there being hope , that ſuch 

men may tn time, by living under a free Government, drink 
In better principles, that 4ncapacity is determined after three 
ſucceeding Triennial Parlaments, except they be Roman- 
Catholicks , or ſuch as have been Partakers with the barba- 
rous and bloudy Rebels in re/and- * And to the end the 
Qualifications to be obſerved in EleQions, may not become 
void, a power isreſerved-in the Council, to judge and ap- 
E prove 
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prove of ſuch as ſhall be ele&ed, before they fit ; which 
Power is to laſt but for the. three next Triennial Parlaments. 

Andthis doubtleſs isa-much better means: ,. to keep out of 
the Parlament , men diſ-affeRted to thetrue Intereſt of this 
Nation ,. and thereby ſecure the.Cauſe ſo long fought for, 

than that which a party in the late Parlament ſeemed to re-- 
ſolveupon, viz. to perperuate rhemſelves for ever, and 

thereby keep our all others-who might call them ro- an ac- 
count, expoſing the publick to hazard for their own . pri-- 
vate -ſecurity ;. as if the ſafety of the Nation had been 
bound up 1n their particular perſons. So that as on the one 
hand, a fitting proviſion is made, to preſerve at preſent, the 
Power and. Reins of Government , in the hands of thoſe 
who have approved themſelves faithful in the late greatCon- 
troverſie of Freedom.and Liberty ; fo on the other hand a 
juſt and probable foundation is.laid for extinguiſhing all a- 
nimoſities, and putting into oblivion the memory of all thoſe 
Feids, and. diviſions contraſted by Civil War ; not '0n- 
ly by admitting ſuch to Government. , who of enemies are 

already become faſt friends , but by limitinga time , after 
which all diftin&ions of this nature ſhall be taken away , 
whereby through the bleſling of God , the people may be 
karmonioully diſpoſed 'to a laſting. peace: and: ſettlement. 
Which things were all particularly declared for-by the Ar- 
my, in the year 1647. upon the like grounds and-reafons. 


4. The Power of Parlaments is now. ſuch , that beſide 
what former Parlaments had, for the. examining and ret» 
fying of exorbitances, calling Officers to account, 'c. they 
may by the preſent Conſtitution , make and repeal Laws of 
themſelves ; by which means, that unlimited prerogative of 
a Negative Voice, the Darling of our Kings, a principal 
Ffower of the Crown (as they accounted it) and a thing 
which the late King contended for, is now utterly abjured, 
and Proviſion made, that in caſe the Lord Protefor do not 
ſigneſizch Bills as ſhall-be preſented to him , within twenty 
daics;:then aftexward they ſhall.of courſe become Laws, Fir 
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Full and effeQual as if his Aſent to them'had bin obtained. 


5. Laſtly , Conſider the continuance or duration of Par- 
laments, and it is Provided they ſhall not be adjourned, pro- 
rogued, nor diffolved for five months ſpace , without their 

own Conſent; whereas, every one knows what was claim- 
| ed, and alwaies exerciſed by the Kings of Exglard, to wit, 
a Power of diſſolving Parlaments art their pleaſure : But 
now the Liberty of Parlament is ſetled in that particular, 
and ſecured againſt arbicrary and momentany Diſſolution, 
1t being impollible for any to diffolve them , without their 
own Conſents, before the appointed time : which being 
conſider*d , together with their abſolute Power of Legiſla- 
tion, in the manner here expreſſed, we ſuppoſe there is no- 
thing that can be thought of, for the Freedom and proſpe- 
rity of the People, which may not be effected by the Parla- 
an , though the Protefor ſhould not give his Conſent 
Tnereto. 


1. But ifin reference ts this of Parlaments , it be Ob- 
jefted; That in the twenty fourth Article, a Negative Voice 
is placed in the Protedor, as to whatever is contained in the 
faid Eſtabliſhment;and that in the twelfth Article,theMem- 
bers Eleed are by their Indentures, to be debarred from 
altering the Government, as it is declared to be in a ſingle 
Perſon and a Parlament ; and that thereby the Supreme 
Power is limited and reſtrained in things moſt natural to 
their Truſt and Employment ; Itis anſwered , that though 
it be not of neceſlity, yet it were a thing to be wiſhed, that 
Popular Conſent might alwaies , and at all times, have the 
ſole influence in the Inſtiturion of Governments ; but when 
an Eftabliſhment is once procured, after the many ſhakings 
and Rents of civil Diviſions, and Conteſtings for Liberty, 
as here now in England, doubtleſs we have the greater rea- 
ſon to value it, being purchaſed art.the price of our bloud, 
out of the claws of Tyranny; and we conceive it highly 
concerns ns, to put in ſome ſure Prow:7/0, to prevent a razing 
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of thoſe Foundations of Freedom that have been but new- 
ly laid ; eſpecially in fuch an Age as this, wherein men are 
very apt to be rooting and ſtriking at Fundamentals, and to 
be running out of one Form intro another ; and when it is 
found alſo,what advantages the Common Enemy hath made 
by our being in the condition ofa Floating Iſland , through 
negle& of any certain ſettlement : Which being confider- 
ed, it was high time , ſome Power ſhould paſs a Decree up- 
on the wavering humors of the People, and fay to this 
Nation , as the Almighty himſelf faid once to the unruly 
Sea; Here ſhall be thy Bounds, hitherto ſhalt thou come , and 
0 further. Now this neceſſary courſe for ſettlement is no 
more, than what was formerly agreed on by the Army , in 
their great Remonſtrance from St. A/bans , upon the like 
grounds of reaſon, and upon ſuch another occaſion; where- 
in you may read the like Provi/o , for tying up of Repre- 
ſentatives or Parliaments , to the Form of Eſtabliſhment 
then intended. Nor can it be reputed otherwiſe than moſt 
reaſonable and neceſſary , after ſo great Commotions and 
Confufions by Civil War, as have been in this Nation; for 
as much as in ſuch Caſes, it is very rarely to be expected or 
imagined, that a Government can be erected in the way of 
Conſent by the People ; and it being moſt needfull , that 
ſome Government ſhould be ; and of unavoidable neceſli- 
ty, that ſome ſhould ſet down the Rules of it ; and that 
men ſhould be tied to thoſe Rules, unleſs we would alwaies 
be altering and ſhifting of Settlements, and fo live ever in 
diſtraction : Therefore ſurely , as this Reſtriction to the 
preſent-Form, is (conſidering the ſtate and temper 'of Af- 
Airs) moſt undeniably neceſſary, as the only courſe to keep 
us from wandring any more in the Maze of our own Con- 
tentions ; ſo it is no new thing in the world , nor without 
example from the Army it ſelf; even at that time , when 
they were by ſome men reputed moſt pure, and fincerely 
devoted to the Principles of Freedoww # 


2. Again, 
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2. Again, it may perhaps in the ſecond place be obje&- 
| ed, That whereas twenty dayes'time are allowed to the 
Lord Prauefor to deliberate upon ſuch Bills as ſhall be 
preſented to him for his conſent by the Parlament, there- 
fore this ſeems to intrench upon the wiſdom of Parlament 
( which is the wiſdom of the whole Nation ) as if they 
would not be well adviſed of ſuch Bills as ſhall be intend- 
ed for Laws. But for Anſwer, we muſt have recourſe to 
the wiſdom of our Anceſtors touching this Particular, who 
doubtleſs might think themſglves as wiſe in worldly mat- 
ters, as ſucceeding Parilaments may be ; yet we find they 
uſed great deliberation in paſſing all Laws. And thus 
much was ſignified to us by the reading a Bill ſo many 
times, the Committing, and the Ingroſling it, with divers 
other Ceremonies uſed; which were to no other end but 
to ſtave off the haſty and precipitate nature of man from 
falling upon the rocks of any. raſh Concluſions, in matters 'W 
of ſo. high importance: And therefore upon this account 
it was, that they thought meet to allow the Supreme Ma- 
Siſtrate likewiſe a time of deliberation, that when he paſſed 
his Afﬀent, he might do it as a Man, upon grounds of pro- 
per Judgment and Reaſon; it being preſumed, that He 
being in all things aſſiſted by a Councel, might perhaps 
hive ſome Reaſons to offer, not unworthy of conſideration, 
conducing to the regulation and amendment of Particu- 
lars in things preſented to him. Hence it was, that of old, 
when the King thought. it needfull to deliberate upon mat- 
ters of that nature, his Anſwer was, Le Roy /*avi/era, that 
ts, the King Will adviſe : And this was pleaded to him by 
the [ate-Parlament, as the antient Prerogative of the ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate, in oppoſition to his Plea for a I egative 
voice. And therefore, ſeeing this limited. time of delibe- 
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ration can no more derogate from the wiſdam of Parla- {| 
ments hereafter, 'than it was thought to dojn elder time; \ ie 
and whereas the Reaſon holds now as ſtronp as ever(if.nor "20 


more) for avoiding heady determinations in grand Aﬀeairs, 
: whereof 


mergof the la Rerkmanrs gave us ſad experience (Laws 
having been made and unmade in aninſtant, and like im- 
perfet Embrio's, ſtill- born, or elſe firangled as ſoon as 
brought into the world ) We muſt needs therefore be of 
 epinion, that the 2werty dayes time of deliberation reſerved 

unto the Lord Protefor upon the like occaſions, cannot be 
any prejudice to the wiſdom of Parlament , but rather 
tends very much every way to the advantage of them and 
the Nation, 


3. fit be in the third place ebjefted, that che Limita- 
tion of the ſitting of Parlaments to the time of five months, 
is an impoſing upon them; Wee would fain reaſon 
out the matter with ſuch men, and defire them to con- 
tider, that unleſs we would have Parlaments ſit ever, there 
muſt needs be an intimation of ſome certain time for them 
to riſe, and wherein it may be required of them ; for other- 
wiſe there is a dore left open for a perpetuation of particu- 
lar perſons in ſoveraign power : And how unapt men are 
of their own accord to part with ſuch power, when they 
have got tt once into their hands, -how apt they are to cor- 
rupt like ſtanding Pools, and contraR an arditrary diſtem- 
per in execution of Law, and what miſerable inconyeni- 
ences muſt follow therenron, we, and all the'people of the 
Land can tell by too fad experience. We would not ſeem 
hereby-to bring anill Report upon Parlaments, norunder- 
value them to the world, becauſe of ſome miſcarriages of 
the laſt, knowing they are the beſt and moſt proper Phy- 
fick to cure the. diſeaſes of the Nation ; and' therefore it 
was well ſaid of the 0b/ervarer ( a "man much'for Parl- 
ments at the beginning of the War,and one whoſe wiritings 
were highly*prized- of the Parliament?) that Parlamentary 
government ſhould be nſed like Phy Get; by the intermiſſion 
of ' aue ſpaces of Time, \nd not as Diet ; ottierile, by 560 

long ule irywilleorrupt and deſtroy , "1ftead: of tarinp the 

Body : So that we ſee there is a neceſſity of having Tnter- 
vals, -or times when Parlaments arenor.fitting.. Now con- 
| ſider 
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fider alſo, the Sour fault of the Kingly- government in'this 
reſpe& was, that ſeeing no convenient time of fitting was 
fixed as a Boundary, to keep off an overflowing will and 
prerogative from intruding upon Parlaments, and break- 
ing.in upon themby violence, Kings took upon them to 
diſſolve them at pleaſure in a moment, yea many times as 
8 ſoon as they were met, and before the.leaft redreſs had of 
the Peoples grievances : And therefore the prudence of 
the preſent Government.hath ſo well cemper'd all Ingredi- 
ents in the.conſtitution of Parlaments, and provided fo far, 
that, as Phyſick, they may. have a certain due time allotted 
for operation ( which before they had not) and for five 
moneths ſpace not' be adjourned, prorogued,. nor. dif- 
ſolved without their own conſent, Wherein ſeeing there 
is. a ſure.proviſion made againft an immediate arbitrary 
Diſſolution, with an implicite Referve, and a clear intima. 
tion that they may fit much longer, and as long as the 
neceſſities of the Nation ſhall require ; and ſeeing when 
Parlaments ſhall have bad chetr courſes a while,five months 
ſpace will be found a fair time for redreſs of grievances,and 
ſupplying other publike neceſſities thar may-happen in the 
ſhort Intervals ( wherein alſo- a new Parlament may be 
called, out of the uſual courſe, if there ſhall be extraordi- 
nary. occaſion-;) - ſeeing alſo that the way of Government 
in-free Nations-1S not to be accomfnodated unto Schemes 
of Freedom which lie in melancholy contemplation, but 
muſt be ſuited to that Form which lies faireſt for praical | 
convenience, and avoiding Inconyeniences, for the eaſe 6 
and ſafety of the People; and laſtly, ſeeing it is a far leſs 
inconvenience, that Parlameots ſhould be limited in time, 
rather then fit as lohg as they pleaſe, and there can' be 
no Inconvenience here where a competent time is-fixed, 
but it is (all things conſfider'd ) a very great Conve- 
nience : Therefore,ſetting one thing againſt another,we con- 
ceive, there can be.no detriment accruing unto- Parlaments. 
by ſuch a limitation of time. and conferring all theſe things. 
rocether, wg ſuppoſe leſs danger to be feared from a Pow-. 
: (+ 
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er of Diſſolution thus qualified , and but tacitly' reſerved in 
one perſon , and that perſon accountable for abuſe of ſuch 
Power, . than that Parlaments (who are , we ſee , no more 
privileds'd from error than. Popes and general ( onncils) 
ſhould be left to perpetuate themſelves as they pleaſe, and 
conſequently to do what they pleaſe, being, as long as they 
keep their Seats, unaccountable perſons. The fumm of all 
then that hath been faid , amounts to this ; That there is 
unqueſtionably as great a neceſlity , there ſhould be ſome 
ſet-time for the diſſolution, as for the calling of Parlaments. 
And truly ,. ſo much was implied inall he Dechibition of 
the Parlament, before they thought of perpetuating them- 
| ſelves.  Andif you remember , in the year 1647. the like 

time of limitation (though not the very fame) was intend- 
ed by the Propoſals of the Army; upon the expiration 
wheteof each Parlament was to have diſſolved of courſe, 5f 
not otherwiſe diſſolved ſooner. 

Having thus concluded that part of our Diſcourſe, 
which relates to the Succeſſion and Conſtitution of Par- 
lamenes in all Particulars, and made it evident therein, 
that the Firſt and greateſt At of Soveraignty, which 
conſiſts in the Point of Law-making, is reſerved entire 
in Pariament; and having alſo removed out of the way 


the moſt materiall ObjeRions, we ſhall now proceed to 
the ſecond. | 


II. A ſecond grand Ac of Soveraignty is the diſ- 
poſalt of the A£/itia; concerning which it cannot but 
be remembred, that the King chalenged an abſolute 
power, in and over it, to himſelf, as his ſole Right, 
exclufive and independent of the Parliament at all ymes. 
The Parliament, they denycd this, and affirmed, that 
his power over it was but by way of ordinary Truſt ; 
and that in times of extraordinary danger and neceſſity, 
when he negle&ted to perform that Truſt, then Them- 
ſelves were to ſecure the' X/7:litia, and put it in execution, 
as being more immediatly intruſted 'on the behalf of the 
| | People: 
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People: , And it muſt. be, | remenibred,wvichall , - thar 
the utmoſt of the' Parlament's demand of the A1- 
litiza was but for a time, and the onely ground of 
their Demand was upon an unuſuall occaſion. Buc 
now, that Claim of the King (upon which he founded 
the main of his Quarrel) is wholly waved, and its ex- 
preſly declared ; that the Lord Proteffor ſhall diſpoſe 
and order the /4:litia or Forces both by Sea and Land, 
while the Parlament fits, onely by Conſent of Parla- 
ment, and inthe Interyals of Parliament, with 'the ad. | 
vice and conſent of the major part. of \cthe Councill. 
So that you ſee, the People's Parlamentary Intereſt in 
the great buſineſs of the A7:lirtia, is avowed and con- 
firmed. ' And in caſe any thing ſhall be done hereaf- 
eter concerning it, in the Intervals, by the Council, that 
may be matter of miſcarriage, there is a way of reQifi- 
cation and remedy left open, in the ſucceeding Parla- 


ment. 


TH. A third Prerogative ef Soveraignty is the making 
of Warr and Peace ; and that by the conſticution of thes 
Government,is not only tobe manag'd with the Advice and 
conſent of the Council, but is communicated alſo to Parla= 
ments : For, incaſe of future Warr with any Forein 
State, a Parlament fhall be forthwith ſummoned to adviſe 
with concerning the ſame. Which1is a Priviledg, that ne- | | { 
ver was demanded by the Parlament in their N:zereex Pro- Þ 
poſitions (fuppoked the higheſt demands) that were made 
at firſt to the King, nor in any ef their firſt Declarations, 
but alwaies xdmitred to be in the King. | 


1V. A fourth Ad of Soveraignty is the Impoery. v 
Taxes and Payments ; and this is wholly reſerved poſs of 
ments; it being fit , that thoſe only who are in immediate 

- Tyaſt from the People, ſhould have the Command of their 
' Purſes. And whereas in the thirtieth Arcicle of Govern- [ 
ment, there is-a Chaule _— a temporary Power in the \ 
Lord © 
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Lord Proteftor, wath the Conſent of the Council , to raiſe” 
money for preventing the diſorders and dangers which may 
otherwiſe fall ont ; 1t muſt be'obſerved , that as thisis no 
more bur whar is of pure neceſlity; and to continue only till 
the fitting” of- the*firſt Parlament y: ſo it is much leſs ono | 
wharwas propounded-by the Army:in the year 1647. when 
the like power was' deſired-mighr be given to a Council or 
Committee, inthe Intervals of Parlament. 


V. The Fifth Point.of Soveraign Power is, the Higheſt 
and - laſt Appeal ,, which is retained. likewife in Parla- 


ment. | p ®. 4 


VI The Sixth and laſt Point of Soveraignty is,the Power of - 
Creating and diſpoſing Magiſtrates and Officersgwhich we are - 
bold to ſay; from the higheſt to the lowett is ſtil placed either | 
expreſly/; or mplicitly and ultimately.in the:bands of the 
People in Parlament, as we ſhall make evident anon, when 
we come to treat of the ſeveral Articles relating unto 
that Particular ,. the conſideration whereof will very. fitly 
fall in at the cloſe of this Diſcourſe}, as its-mare convenient. 
place. ''\In the mean time , ſeeing.theſe Acts of Soveraign- 
ry are all comprehended within :the Walls of a Parlamenr, 
we muſt undeniably conclude, that as this Government now 
eſtabliſhed , anſwers all the Primitive Demands that were 
made by the Parlament tothe late King ,' as the. means to. 
make this a: floriſhing! Nation; fo itexceeds them in many 
particulars,for prefervation'of theFreedom,commonInterelt, 
and ſafety of the people. Thus far then , we ſuppoſe it ap- 
pears, that we ſtand firm to our Principles. 


*: + Buttoprocetd ; /The next thing weare to; take notice 
_ ef inthis Government, is, 'That i fvlly anſwers likewiſe the 
mainends of the Parlamentand:Army, in reference tomat- 
ters of Religicy ; wherein ;the Rights and Liberties of the 
People are:as:Cuely ferced:at:d> provided for, as in alltbe 
principal Points of Civil ]ntereft: and Freedom. Fox it may 
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be remembred, that the great care of the Parlament was 
( excluding ever licentions and blaſphemous Opinions and 
Praiſes ) to make a Chriſtian proviſion for.the Liberty oj 
tender Conſciences ;- They made it their buſineſs to prote 
and countenance Religious men and Godlineſs in the power 
of it, to give freedom and enlargement to the Goſpel ( for 
the increaſing and ſpreading of light in this darkſom world) 
and thereupon to remove all ſuperſtitious 'or corrupted 
Forms that were oppoſite thereto.: which things were in- 
deed the proper Subje& of that religious Reformation in- 
rended by them, "and which hath been often declared for 
by the Army. In conformity to whieh bleſſed and moſt 
Chriſtian deſign, we ſuppoſe a ſpecial regard is now had to 
all the Intereſts of Gods people, with the Maintenance of 
the. Miniſtry, the (onfutation of Error and Hereſie, the Ex- 
tirpation of Popery, Prelacy, and whatſoever 1s contrary to 
Godlineſs and ſound Dottrine ; as you may ſee in the 35. 
36. 37. and'38. Articles of Goyernment. And whereas in 
the 36. and 37. Articles it is intimated or implied, that there 
is 2 Publick profeſſion intended to be held forth by the 
Magiſtrate, and that the Profeſſion fo held forth ſhall ex- 
tend both ro Doctrine, and Worſhip or Diſcipline ; where- 
upon ſome perſons do objeR, that this is contrary to the 
Principles formerly owned by the Army : We return, this 
anſwer ; That whatever che private Judgments and opini- 
ons of many. particular perſons in the Army may heretofore 
have been concerning this matter, yet the Body of the Ar- 
' my never declared themfelves ether againſt rhe Magiſtrates 
power in matters of Religion, or that the Magiſtrate might 
.not hold forth a publick Profeſſion of DoRrine and Diſci- 
pline ; but we find the quite contrary clearly implied and 
expreſſed in their Declarations and Propoſals. For, in their 
Prepoſals they found fault with nothing of chat nature, bur 
moved only for the taking away of all Coercive power, Au- 
thority and Juriſdiftion of all Eccleſiaſtical Officers what- 
1ſoever, extending to ciyil penalties upon any; and for the 
repealing of all Acts impoſing penalties for not coping to 
F 2 hurch, 


Church,-or fot meetings elfwhere, &c.” Andin that Decla- 
ration of Tuze 14: 1647. (which may ſerve once for all ) 
they Clearly diſclaimed and 'difavow'd any deſign to over- 
throw all Church-government ; only deſired, thar accord- 
ing to the Parlaments Declarations (premifing a proviſion 
for tender- Conſciences ) there might ſome effeQual courſe 
be taken anſwerable to the intentthereof, and that ſuch who 
upon conſcientious grounds ſhould differ from the eſtabliſh- 
ed Forms,might not (for that) be debarred from the Com- 
mon Rights, Liberties, or. Benefits. belonging equally ro Alf, 
as men and members of the Commonwealth , while they 
five ſoberly; honeſtly, and inoffenſively towards others, and 
'peacefully and faithfully towards the State. Which Judg- 
ment and" Reſolution of the Army at that time ( whit 
foe men are pleaſed to call and'account-the time of their 
Virgin-innocence and purity) exactly ſquares with the In- 
rent and Frame of rhe preſent Government, in things of 
Religion, as it is ſet forth in theſe Articles. ' And therefore, 
ſeeing, it never was any Principle of the Army, that the 
Magiſtrate, ſhould be. deprived of that power, whereby he 
is principally inabled' to fulfill the moft noble: end: of his 
Magiſtracie ' ( and in compariſon whereof all other Ends 
are of an inferior value; ) And ſeeing it is a duty incum- 
bent upon the Magiſtrate, to provide for the CiviF-peace, 
and to prevent fere-ſeey evils and inconveniences growing 
upon the Commonwealth, tending to Confuſion ; Ob- 
frving alſo what advantages have been made by the Popiſh 
party both at home and abroad, through our want of ſome 
Settlement in Religious matters, and what occaſions, have 
thereby been given to ſubtite heads and. carnat minds to 
difptay innumerable Parties and FaQtions under the banner 
of Religion, ſpreading abroad moſt bRſphemous Opinions 
in defiance even of the. holy Scriptures, and of God the 
Father, Son, and'Fpirit, to' the diſhonaur and ſcandal.ef 
our Chriftian' profefſion ; And finally, it being manifeſt, 
that in theſe things men do make ſhipwrack of Faith akd a. 
ood Conſcience, for worldly ends and advantages. which 


they. 


they propound unto themſelves, not only to the apparent 


hazard, vexation, and diſquier of the Commonwealth, but 


(as much as in them lies) to the licentious ſubverting of all 
Order and Government ; therefore we conceive it is bigh | 


time for onr Governours to lay a healing hand to theſe 
mortal wounds and breaches, by holding forth rhe Traths 
; of Chriſt to the Nation in fome ſolid Eſtabliſhment, and 
| not quite to lay aſide or let looſe the golden reins of Diſci- 
pline & Government in the Church ; but yet to order them 
in ſuch a way that they may not tie up all mens Conſfciences, 
who profeſs Fruth in ſobriety, to any one-particular Form, 
nor be- laid as ſnares and chains upon conſcientious and 
zealous men ( as it was wont to be in the dayesof Popery 
and Prelacy ; ) the fimm of all that is intended by way of 
Coercion, being only to: reftrain' ſuch as ſhall abuſe their 
Liberty to the Civil tnjury of others, and to the aftual 
diſturbance of the publick Peace, or fuch asundecr the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt hold forth-and praRtife Licentiouſneſs; 


The next conſiderable in the Govertment is ', the 
way of maintenance for the Forces both by Sea and Land, 
and this is to be done by a conſtant yearly Revenue. The ſer- 


number of Eand-Forces to bekept up, 1s 10000 Horſe and 


Dragroons, and 20000 Foot, which doubtlefs is buta com- 
- perent number for tlie defence of three ſuch Nations,as Exg- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, and they are'to be maintained 
with part of that Revenue; the reſt is to be expended in a 
convenient number of Ships for the Guardof the Seas : 
Andin caſe there ſhall not becauſe hereafter to: keep up ſo 
rex a Defetice at Seaand' Land , then the money faved 
thereby, is to remain 7» Banco for the Publick Service.,- and 
be imployed by conſent of Parlament; whiehi, queſtionleſs, 
being ſeriouſly ponder'd, is a moſt excellent Proviſion, 'and 


ſuch as wili not only give us credit and. efteem among our 


Friends abroad, but ſtrike Terror into our Enemies , when 
they ſee the'Govermnent- continually fortified with: the ſi- 
news-of Warr , by a conſtant Revenue for chat purpole , 

and: 


nd with this grand advantage alſo of a publick Bank or 
' Treaſary upon all occaſions. And though the great bene- 
fit and convenience of this cannot be.ſeen and felt, till God 
pleaſe to free us from the preſent.chargeable Occaſions; yet 
when thele neceſſities ſhall (through his bleſling) be over, 
and an oportunity given , that the Land-Forces (which in 
Field and Gariſon within the Three Nations are now at leaſt 
8000 in number.) may be reduced to the .ſetled proporti 
on,-and the Nation ai 7s to. enjoy, ſome meaſure of Peac 
and Settlement , it will be found a great eaſe unto the gene- 
rality, that the Commonwealth ſhall (asit will ordinarily) 
by this means be inabled to defend it ſelf, offend enemies, 

_ andaſliſt its Allies and Confederates upon a Publick Stock, 
without impoſing any Taxes or Payments extraordinary up- 
on the People. And ſurely it will be farr leſs burthen for 
the Commonalty to contribute thus in ſmall Parcels yearly, 
towards the publick Bank and Revenue, than to be aſſeſſed 
at great ſums , whenſoever the Government ſhall have ne- 


| ge Warr, 


ceſlity to raiſe monies upon great occaſions, to wa 
or for the defence of thele:Natjons. _ 


Then as for the Two hundred Thouſand pounds per a»- 
»um, Which is to be ſetled over and above, it is not for the 
Fuppors of the Prateffor, or to betaken for the private uſe 
of any particular perſon or perſons whatſoever , but. to be 
employed (as ay be ſeen in the 27 Article) in\ defraying 
the Charges for Adminiſtration of Juſtice ,, and other Ex- 
pences of the Government : viz, for paying. the- Salaries 
of Judges , and, other Officers belonging. ro Courts of 


Judicature, the neceſſary expences for carrying.ourthe Pub- 
lick buſineſs jn all the three Nat; g 


ck bulinels 1n all the three Nations , the entertaining Am- 
balladors here, the ſending our Ambaſſadors and. Agents, 


State atnounted to above one hundred Thouſand pound 
per annum. | | 
The laſt and great. point of Soveraignty and concern- 
ment to the ſafety; and: benefit of a Commonyealth(which 
we touched a little before )- is the Elefting and diſpoſing of 
it's own Magiſtrates, or the great Officers of State ; and 
we find in the 34.Article,that the Chancelor, Keeper or Com- 
wiſſioners of the Great Seal,the Treaſurer, Admirall, Chief 
Governors of Ireland and Scotland, and the Chief 7uſtices 
of both the Benches, are to be chofen only by approbation 
of Parliament; which anſwers fully to former defures of 
the Parlament and Army. And as to what concerrs the 
{oxncill, though the EleRion of them be not directly and 
immediately, yet virtually and ultimately it is in the Peg- 
ple in Parlament., and muſt flowindeed originally from 
Them in time to come. ' For, upon the death or remo- 
val of any Member of the Council, the Parlament are 
to nominate ſix perſons of ability, integrity, and. fearing 
God, out of which-the Major part of the Council ſhall 
ele&t two, and preſent them: to the Zord Protefor , of 
which he ſhall ele one, 'to ſupply the vacancy; 
So that if an unworthy perſon be at ary time cho- 
ſen, it muſt be the Parlaments fault, who have 
the power. of. making the | firſt/ [choice , and con- 
fequently: of limiting both the [Lora Protefor and the. 
Council in the main'; asalſo of preventing any corrup-: 
_ tion, which either of them might otherwiſe be guilty of 
in this Particular. Moreover, incaſe any Member of the 
 Councill ſhall prove corrupt in his Trufl, then ſeven Mem- 
bers of Parlament being joynedwith fix' of the Council, 
are to judge of. the buſineſs, by which means, whatfoever 
the caſe be , the Parlament hath the caſting Voice, and. 
greateſt Vote in the Judgment, Thus the courſe of EleRi- 
on is ftated for the.time to come. © _ 
\ But as for the preſens Counci/,and the eleion of them: 
| | : Hob 
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inthe way it hath been; Tr muſt be'remembred , that we. 
were in the beginning of a new Government, neceſlitated 
ro create a little World out of (\hacs, and bring Form our 
of Confuſion; fo that there was an abſolute neceſlity, that 
ſome who are Known to be 'perſons of integrity, and firm 
for the preſent Settlement, ſhould at the ſame inſtant be 
raken in, [to carry on the work: which can be no ground 
of juſt exception, eſpecially ſeeing for the future, EleRions 
ſhall run in the appointed channel, where their ſtreams are 
to flow from the People, as their origina-Fountain. Yea, 
the high Office of Prorefor/aip it ſelf is to: be derived alſo 
from hence; and as in time it will appear, that the People 
in Parlament have the main choice of the Council, ſo they 
will likewiſe be Chuſers of the Lord Proteftor : For, it 
being lefr'to the Council to chuſe Him , and 'they here- 
after coming to' be-choſen and truſted by che Parlament, it 
cannot otherwiſe be conceived, bur that: the Choice of 
Him takes its rife mediately from the People in Parlament : 
becauſe as whatſoever a Parlament doth, is ſaid and taken 
in a-political/ ſenſe to be the Peoples at , becauſe they 
are chofen and truſted by the: People; ſo in like manner, 
and upon the' ſame political ; account.,, when the. Council 
comes to be choſen by Parlaments, as is before expreſſed, 
then the AR of the Council in.chuſing the Lord Protefer, 
muſt by a parity of -Reaſon .be reputed the AR of the 
People in Parlament. And ſo you ſee, ineffe&t, mediately 
or immediately, 'theeleRion of all Magiſtrates ( both high 
and low ) are, or will at length, by this Conſtitution of 
Government, be inthe hands of the People. 


Laſtly; asto what concerns the Office of Lord Protefor, 
it 15 to be obſerved, | that no man is to be admitted to that 
Dignity upon the Intereſt of Himſelf or Family, -but meer- 
ly upon the account of his Fitneſs for Government; it mult 
paſs, not by Inheritance, but EleQion. And certainly, it is 
apreat advantage to'a Nation, that the coming in and con- 
tinuance of their Goyernour depends only upon his own 

goodneſs, 
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Eleftsve Prince , who ſtanding upon Terms of good be- 
haviour , will be continually employed for the benefit 
and defence of the Community, And therefore, if it 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord to bleſs this Commonwealth (as we 
truſt he will) ſucceſſively , with a choice of godly per- 
ſons into that high Office, it is eafily fore-ſeen , whatan 
advantage it will be to theſe three Nations, - to have 
their whole ſtrength and Force combined thus under:one 
head, for the ſafety of all; this Form being (without 
queſtion) the fitteſt and moſt convenient for the Magi- 
ſtrate to put things on, and in quick execution (as his pro- 
per work ) for the publick good ; as alſo what a comfert 
itwill be to all the godly in the Proreſtaxt Churches abroad, 
who may have ground to expect ſome more ſure and cer- 


tain Protection from Exg/and than heretofore ; which 


as it15 the greateſt Body , being united with FScot/axd., fo 
it will prove (we hope) the grand Bulwark of the Re- 
formed Religion, , | 

Moreover, as touching the Perſon, whom the. Lord 
hath now advanced and ſet over us to. be. our Supreme 
Magiſtrate, We ſhall not ſay-much, becauſe be ſeeks not 
thepraiſe of men ; only we believe even the enemies-will 
confeſs , that he is every way worthy to Rule , whom 
God hath been pleaſed to uſe as his Inſtrument in that 
Glorious Work of Redeeming the Liberties of bis Peo- 


ple. :: For , we.are bold to ſay (weighing all circumſtan- 


ces together) that this Nation was never really Free., nor 
in a way of enjoying. its Freedom. ſo fully as now ; fo 
that there wants nothing but a cordial Cloſe with the 
Government, to deſtroy a}l hopes of the common Ene- 
my.,- and compleat our happineſs. But if men ſhall 
yet proceed to lengthen their own burthens, by hanker- 
" 1ng after that Family which God: hath caſt out before 
us , or by an uneatural ſcekingto imbroil. their Country 
again in bloud and miſery, for the ſake, of that accurſed 
Intereſt ,. as we areloth to ſuſpeR ſuch a thing , and can 

| G hardly 


goodneſs , and-the good will of thePeople , a8 it is iti-an + 
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hardly imagin that any ſhould be ſo forforn and de- 
ſperate after ſo faira Compoſure : So we think it ne- 
ceſlary to reclaim ſuch perſons , if any there be inclined 
that way , by laying down thefe few Conſiderations con- 
cerning that Perſon and Family which pretends to the 
Government of theſe Nations. | 


7. Itisa Family that hath wornthe Marks and- Badg- 
es of Gods high diſpleaſure for almoſt theſe hundred 
years: the weight of--which vengeance hath fallen up- 
on, and hitherto ſunk aſl their Partakers ; the particu- 
lars whereof being in every mans view, and many 


of them freſh in obſervation , we ſhall not here enume- 
rate. 


2. If we refle& npon the Perſon of the young Pre- 
render , he is by bloud almoſt a ſtranger to this Narti- 
on, being by the Mother a Freych-man, and now anqueſti- 
onably ſuch by his education .in that Court, where he 
hath alwaies before his eyes that patern of abſoluce 
Power which bewitched his Father. Beſides ,* he is a 
man of Blond, having involved himſelf in the guilc 
of all that innocent Bloud which was ſpilt by his Fa- 


ther, 'and hath added more to it fince, to fill up the 
meaſure of that Tranſgreſſion. W520 Berle 


3+ His Religion (if any) isat beſt, you know!, but a 
devotion to Prelacy (which was bequeathed to him in 
Legacy) having forfeited his Oaths to the Scori/Þ Nation, 
and all his other Pretences of Religion there, before e- 
ver he left the Country, What Profeffion' he owns in 
France , is hardly viſible, bur bis Mothers Inftructions, 
che urgency of his neceſſities diſpoſing: him to'imbrace 


any thing, his dependence upon forein Papiſts, his fre- 


ent known applications and promiſes to the Pope; by 
pecial Agents employed to Rome for that purpoſe, 
and to the Emperer, bis. Alliance to, and Combina- 
. ATR Lion 
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tion with Popiſh Princes, being put all together in the 
balance, is ground enough to believe him ſufficiently 
affetcd , if not ſworn to Popery, For, if he have any 
promiſe of aſſiſtance (as perhaps the Popiſh Party may 
now combine , ſeeing we are for a ſettlement of true Reli- 
Sion) itis to be preſumed , thoſe perſons will not be for- 
ward to re-inveſt him here, unleſs they may together with 
bim reftore the Roman: Catholick Intereſt and Superſtition. 


- 


4. The great and vaſt Debts that hehath in all this 
time contrated abroad (ſhould he return hither) muſt 
all be diſcharged out of the purſes of this exhauſted 
Nation. | | 


'5. Conſider the deſperate Crew of forlorn Fugitives, 
Foreiners , and Papiſts , that he muſt. bring along with 
bim , which will like Locaſts devour the whole Land be- 
forethem ; for, their inſatiable Appetites muſt all be ſer- 
ved, and great Rewards mnit be thought of for his 
Leaders and Followers ; ſo that his Return will be ſo far 
from being a remedy or relief of Taxes , that the Nation 
it ſelf will be too little for him and his. 


- 6. The manifold Revenges and Cruelties that areto be 
expected : No mans life, no mans Eſtate can be ſecure : 
There will then be no diſtinction of Parties, and every 
ſmall Compliance with what hath paſſed, every the 
leaſt word ſhall be made guilt enough, and ground e- 
nough (if he pleaſe) for Death and Confiſcation, 


7. Laſtly, an arbitrary uncontrolable will and pewer 
to putall theſe things in execution : For, if he ever get 
-in by the ſword, he becomes at the very inſtant as ablo. 
lute as the Grand Seignior ; and will then be fully inabled 
to accampliſh what his Family had long projected, vs. 
the inthroning himſelf upon an Intereſt of meer will and 
power, againſt the common Intereſt of the People ; by 
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which means: our Eives and Liberties, our Wives - and 
Children , our Eſtates and Fortunes , would all. b2 ex. 
poſed as a ſacrifice to che boundles ambition and cruelty 
of a race of Tyrants, it would enetvate the natural vigor 
ane courage of the Pzople, and exceedingly. debaſe the 
honour of this free Natian, 


Let us raminate then a little in. our hearts: tonching 
theſe things, and behold the great hopes and bleſſed be- 
nefits'of Security' and' Freedom that we have,. and may 
ſhorcly enjoy under che Government, as it is-now eſta- 
bliſhed. The Quarcrel for heceafter. is not- between. two 
Pzrſons conteſtins both for a Crown ; it is no: the. In- 
rereſt or Grandeur of any fingle Perſun, or particular 
Family , that is concended for on our part: Bur: if ever 
the Enemy ſhould (for our fins) ariſe to the poſſibility of 
2 future Conteſt, remember whar it is he fights for, and 
what muſt be the wretched Conſequents of bis. preyail- 
ins ; remember.alſo what we of this Nation are to ſtand 
for, the preſervation of our Religion, our Etberties, and 
all that is. dear and precious among men., which appear 
plainly to be imbarqued in.the great Bottom of this pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, If we falter, or be miſ-led through 
phant'fe, or-if that fail.through our defauk, we are. im- 
mediately ſwallowed up by Tyrannie,. and: have nothing 
leit to' do, but to put. ovr mouths in.the.duſt, and fit 
down in ſorrow and ſilence for the.glory of our Nation. 
Moreover, if on the other. ſide. any oppoſition of male- 
content and refraRtory men ſhould ( which God forbid.) 
ariſe at home here among our ſelves, the like Confuſtors. 
will follow, the effe& whereof. mult needs be a ſtraining 
up the Pins of Power, to ſpoil the harmony of Govern- 
ment, and a conſtraining men, for neceſſary preſervation, 
to fence themſelves in ſuch a, manner as they -never1n- 
tended, 


Having. 
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Having therefore a'fair and noble way of Adminiſtra- 
' tion- provided, under which men: may live in a plenary 
enjoyment of their Liberty as Chriſtians, and their Rights 
as Men; we do not, we cannot in any meaſure doubt 
( though we thus expoſtulate the'matter with our Friends . 
and Countrymen, and lzy open thoſe great Inconveniences 
and-dangers before them:) but that we ſhall find a ready 
and cheerfull concurrence'from all ſober Perſons ; and 
.have ground chiefly to expe it from all the People 
of God, rhough of different Judgments, ſeeing equal 
:Liberty is given to them all ( without juſt offence to any ) 
and the principal care is for preſerving true Relipion,. and 
tke countenance of its Profeſſors. We, for our parts, 
have done our duty, in Ceclaring. the ground of our 
Jadgment, and know we have therein diſcharged a good 
Conſcierce, in anſwer to all the Ends of our firſt Prin- 
ciples and Engagements, believing we ſhallfnd comfort 
in it in the day of our Account : For, when we look back 
upon what is done, we find nothing that ſtares in our faces; 
and if there could have been imagined any better way of 
Settlement, we ſhould have imbraced it with the ſame 
ſpirit of ſubmiſſion :- Bat here we'ſee, our Friends have 
taken in the good of all the three forts of Government, 
and bound them all in one. If Warbe, here is the Unitive 
verrue ( but nothing elſe )* of Monarchy to encounter it 
and here is the admirable Counſel of Ariſtocracie to ma=- 
nage it: If Peace be, here is the induſtry and courage 
of Demecracie.to improve it. And whereas in the preſent 
Conſtitution, the Legiſlative and Executive Powers are 


| ſeparated ; the former being veſted in a conſtant ſucceſ- 


ſton of Parliaments eleive by the People, the latter in 
an eleQive Lord Pretefor and his Succeſſors afliſted by a 
Council ; we conceive the State of this Commonwea!rh 
's thereby reduced to fo juſt a Temper, that the Iils ei- 
ther of ſucceſsive Parlaments, furniſhed with power both. 
of executing and making Laws, or of a perpe ual Parla- 
ment, ( which are Diviſion, FaQion, and Confuſion ) 


being . 
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of abſolute Lordly power oa the other ; the Frame of 
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woided on the one kde, and the Inconveniences 


Government appears ſo well boanded on both ſides, a- 
gainſt Anarchie and Tyrannie , that we bope it may now 
{ through the bleſsing of: God ) prove a ſeafonable 
Mean ( as for the better defending theſe Dominions a- 
guial Enemies abroad, and promoting our Intereſts in 

orein parts, ſo alſo) of Peace and Settlement to this 
diſtrated Nation ; and be of a durable continuance to 
ſucceeding Ages, for the glory of the moſt high G O D, 
the advancement of his Goſpel, the protection of his 
People, and the benefit of Poſterity. 
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